Evangelical Visitor - January/February 1999 Vol. 112. No. 1 by Pierce, Glen A.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
1-1-1999 
Evangelical Visitor - January/February 1999 Vol. 112. No. 1 
Glen A. Pierce 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2662 
Recommended Citation 
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - January/February 1999 Vol. 112. No. 1" (1999). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2662. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2662 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 






"If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples. Then you will know 
the t ruth , and the t ru th will set you 
free." (John 8:31-32) 
Jesus' promise of f reedom in John 
8:31-36 attracts us to a never-ending 
search for it. We Brethren in Christ 
believe that what Jesus promised, he 
can deliver. 
The gospel is adequate for the way-
faring m a n and woman, while it chal-
lenges the most p rofound scholars who 
have grown up among us. We have 
been a people who walk by faith in 
community. This understanding makes 
our relationships with each other, and 
with our Lord, of the highest impor-
tance. The very nature of this faith walk 
gives us no valid reasons to fear the 
future. Either God is able to be with us 
in power and peace, or He is not Lord. 
Dur ing 1999, feature articles in the 
Visitor will consider what indeed is the 
Good News of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Each of us can only share Good 
News, as we personally know it. It is 
not good enough to peddle second-
hand news to people groping in the 
darkness of doubt and confusion. 
In each issue, our writers will be 
treating two of the impor tant themes 
in the current Articles of Faith and 
Doctrine. One of our most astute his-
torians has suggested that the way we 
work with biblical t ruth, our written 
statements are always slightly 
out-of-date by the t ime they are in 
print. This is not to say that we repudi-
ate previous writings. Rather, we take 
counsel f rom the introductory state-
men t in the 1994 document : 
Through the years we have reaf-
firmed and redefined our essential 
beliefs. In the 20th century, new 
doctrinal statements were adopted 
by General Conference in 1937 and 
again in 1961. In 1986, we decided 
to give a written expression to our 
current beliefs and life. This was 
done with a sensitivity to and 
respect for our doctrinal heritage. 
We regard each previous doctrinal 
statement of the church as having 
its own integrity. 
In this last year before 2000, let us 
have fresh input on how our gospel is 
Good News for every h u m a n condit ion 
among us and among our neighbors. 
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WE ARE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK! That is what our most recent arti-cles of faith (1994) declare. For two centuries we have lived by this 
commitment to the Scripture as the Word of 
God. If Jesus delays his return for another 
two centuries, one would hope our stance on 
the Bible remains as solid as it is today. 
The year 2000 reminds us that our focus 
must be on the times we face. Doctrinal 
statements generally serve the needs of one 
generation, then there is a call to express 
them in new terms. If that pattern holds true, 
then our present confession will carry us 
about two decades into the twenty-first cen-
tury. 
So our concern has little to do with words 
and concepts about Scripture. They are well-
stated in our present articles. Rather, we 
must look to our practices regarding God's 
Word. Practices reflect both our attitudes 
toward Scripture today and shape the con-
victions the church will express about the 
Bible when it is time for the next statement. 
Confessions of faith are no stronger than 
the people who make them. God-talk is 
frightfully easy. Godliness requires consider-
able effort which is informed, intentional, 
and sustained. The place the Bible holds in 
our daily lives determines what we really 
believe about it. We cannot survive very long 
on the scriptural heritage of our forebearers. 
Spiritual revivals might renew a church's 
commitment to Scripture-and church histo-
ry reflects that genuine revivals have done 
that. But those who regularly slight the 
Word, hoping for a revival to rescue them 
from disaster, are playing a dangerous game. 
Thus, the final paragraph of Article I— 
Revelation and Scripture says, 
"Christians are called to read and 
obey the Bible. Therefore the church 
needs to provide faithful preaching and 
teaching of the Scriptures. Individuals 
and families should practice Bible read-
ing and study. As we read and respond 
obediently to the counsel of God's Word, 
our statements of belief have integrity" 
(emphasis added). 
The words "church," "individuals," and 
"families" highlight the importance of each 
in forming us as "people of the Book." 
People of the Book 
The church leads the way. The Bible is the 
core curriculum for all the study settings of 
the church. This is particularly true in the era 
of "elective Sunday School classes," and all 
manner of discipleship training programs. 
Many of these are timely topics which carry 
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high interest and stress varied "how to" tech-
niques for Christian life and service. But we 
need to keep two things in mind. One, a 
steady diet of "interest electives" can create 
anemic Christians who cannot read the 
Scripture with understanding. Second, all 
topics studied in the church need to be con-
sistently tested by the Word. Not only must 
they be biblically correct, they should show 
the relevance of God's revelation to all areas 
of human life. 
The public reading of Scripture should be 
an important part of each worship service. 
This should include more than the text for 
the minister's message. We can employ many 
formats (including "right-brained" creative 
approaches), but the bottom line is that peo-
ple "hear the Word of the Lord." Thoughtful 
selections over time from all sections of 
Scripture expose the congregation to signifi-
cant portions of the Bible. 
One of the key factors in the selection of 
music for public worship is how well it 
embodies Scripture in its lyrics. We all like 
catchy tunes and emotive cadences, but they 
do not entitle a song to be part of Christian 
worship. Our ultimate concern must be how 
well the piece declares God's Word or gives 
us words to express our praise to God. Music 
is one of the most powerful ways to get God's 
truth into our soul, for it aids memory and 
motivates our will as well as our intellect. 
Everyone expects "biblical preaching," but 
defining the term is more difficult. The 
essence, however, is that the message should 
illuminate a passage, a story, a theme, or a 
key biblical term. A congregation should not 
go from a service with the feeling that the 
Scripture was chosen last to fit with what the 
preacher already wanted to say. Preaching 
grows out of the prophetic office in Scrip-
ture: it is God who has a word for the people. 
The preacher is merely the mouthpiece. Bib-
lical preaching requires that the minister 
possess a growing knowledge of the Bible 
and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit in how and 
when to bring that truth to the people. 
The preacher as mouthpiece for God is, 
however, only a half-truth. For biblical 
preaching is also spiritual autobiography. 
The minister must be vulnerable witb the 
congregation, relating how the Scripture is 
addressing his or her own life. Preachers are 
not to be professors, dazzling students with 
their expertise in the textbook; rather they 
are fellow pilgrims in the faith, models of 
lives shaped by the Word. The congregation 
will sense more of the authority of Scripture 
in the preachers' candid sharing how the 
Bible is changing them, than in emphatic 
gestures and thunderous voices directed at 
them. For a generation of citizens disgusted 
with government leaders who exempt them-
selves from the law they are sworn to uphold, 
there is a vital need for ministerial integrity: 
preachers who tremble before the Word of 
the Lord which is addressed to them. Unless 
their own spiritual life comes from the writ-
ten Word, there will be little life in their 
preached word. 
Scripture witnesses powerfully in the testi-
monies of God's people. Sometimes we do 
this by asking people to present the story of 
their life. Many of us like the times of per-
sonal sharing in our services. And most of us 
engage in personal conversations with 
church people both at church functions or 
wherever we chance to meet. Frequently we 
mention ways God is working in our lives. 
We might quote a verse or refer to a passage, 
or we might only give voice to a Christian 
stance taught in the Bible. But in these 
remarks to each other, sometimes planned 
and at other times almost incidental expres-
"Christians 
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sions, we reflect the value of the Word of 
God in our lives. The importance of such tes-
timonies to Scripture is evidenced by the fact 
that we can recall vividly things spoken by a 
brother or sister in the Lord years after the 
event. 
The fabric of our regard for Scripture has 
many strands. It is the interweaving effect of 
many influences that shapes our knowledge 
of and appreciation for the Word of our sal-
vation. The church is the loom and the Holy 
Spirit is the weaver. The finished product is a 







by J. Wilmer Heisey 
It was the prevailing ignorance of Scripture 
in society that led the reformers during the 14th 
and 15th centuries to challenge the church on 
its stewardship of the sacred Scriptures. At great 
hazard, heroic efforts were undertaken to trans-
late the Scriptures into the languages of the peo-
ple. And once people could read the Bible in 
their own language, it was learned that its truths 
were available to all—not just to the educated 
elite. 
For the persecuted Anabaptists in the 16th 
century, their common defense to charges of 
heresy was that if they could be shown from 
the Scriptures that they were in error, they 
would be willing to repent of their error and 
conform to the truth as revealed in the Bible. 
Apart from that, they were ready to suffer and 
die, if need be, for their faith in Jesus Christ, as 
revealed in Scripture. 
Once the harassed Anabaptists had migrated 
to the New World to enjoy a respite from suf-
fering for their faith, they faced different chal-
lenges. How would the Word of God remain 
precious amid the competing priorities of estab-
lishing homes and communities in the Ameri-
can colonies? 
We get a glimpse of how the original Breth-
ren in Christ (the River Brethren) considered 
the Scriptures in their earliest Confession of 
Faith, believed to be written about 1780. Sever-
al things are noteworthy: 
1. Biblical language was prominent in the 
1500 word statement. 
2. The nine Scriptures quoted or referred to, 
were used for guidance for practical problems 
in their relationships within their community 
and with the world beyond their immediate fel-
lowship. 
3. The Confession of Faith breathes a confi-
dence that the answers they needed could be 
found and understood as they counseled 
together around the Scriptures. 
An excerpt from an English translation, 
found on page 553 of Quest for Piety and Obe-
dience, The Story of the Brethren in Christ, 
demonstrates our forefathers' confidence in the 
application of Scripture to practical problems: 
"...If a brother sins against you in small affairs 
and wishes to show submission, he may be 
addressed in filial love, not aggressively and not 
in childish talk. If, however, the accused broth-
er or sister cannot understand it, let it be said to 
one or two and lastly to the congregation. If he 
is not agreeable, then consider him as a heathen 
and a publican. But as for such as let them-
selves be called brethren or sisters, according 
to I Cor. 5:11: if they, however fall into vice, 
there is no need of the above brotherly investi-
gation, but they are to be given over to judg-
ment, to which they already really have revert-
ed. Mark the expression of Paul: "We bid you in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye with-
draw yourselves from every brother who 
walketh disorderly 2 Thess. 3:6-14. Have noth-
ing to do with him, so that he may become 
shame-red." "Now I have written to you that ye 
shall have nothing to do with him, not even to 
eat with them who are so idolatrous or have 
fallen into vice, to avoid them completely with 
hand and kiss, in eating and drinking," until 
the time of true repentance, sorrow and 
penance; "however, keep him not as an enemy, 
but admonish him as a brother," be help to him 
in need, in order to move him with love. If true 
repentance then follows, sorrow, penance and 
submission, so that they again in Jesus' blood 
have found forgiveness for their past sins, then 
also the members will again, through acquain-
tance with them, feel the unity of the Spirit; 
and they shall again be received openly to Com-
munion, comforted and strengthened, so that 
they do not sink into excessive sadness. 2 Cor. 
2:7. What, however, concerns other grounds, 
such as child baptism and unregenerate bap-
tism, we leave to those who can satisfy them-
selves with them; where the teaching of the Lord 
Jesus and His apostles is silent, there we will 
also be silent." [2 
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Christlike character, testimony to all the fac-
tors in the church that "worked the Word" 
into our lives. 
People of the Open Book 
A Bible in every Christian home has only 
been possible in the last two hundred years. 
And a personal copy for each member of the 
family is something achieved only in this 
century in the more affluent parts of the 
world. Yet God's people have been formed by 
the Word through the centuries, even when 
copies of the Scripture were scarce. It was the 
church which had to find ways to get the 
Word into the lives of its people. 
When it became obvious in the late Mid-
dle Ages that the church was failing in this 
responsibility, reformers dedicated them-
selves to the task of putting the Bible into the 
homes and hands of all Christians. Wycliffe, 
Luther, Tyndale, and other translators 
assumed that access to the Word of God 
would lead to the increased knowledge of 
God. If these reformers could rise from their 
graves and board in Brethren in Christ 
homes, what would they conclude about the 
place of the Bible in our lives? It is obvious 
that having a Bible guarantees only that it is 
accessible. Whether we are open to the Bible 
and the Bible is open to us depends upon 
our choice to know God's will. 
That is why our articles of faith say that 
individuals and families must read and study 
God's Word. Take an inventory of any Breth-
ren in Christ congregation and you will find 
that the lack of personal and family time for 
Scripture is alarming. We have become the 
third type of soil in Jesus' parable about the 
sower (Matthew 13:1-23). We are the Lord's 
plants who are choked out by the thorns. 
Jesus identified these thorns as "the worries 
of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth." 
Our lifestyle is the chief enemy of the 
Word today. When we are asked why we do 
not read the Bible faithfully, we try to justify 
our negligence by pleading a lack of time. 
Likewise, we justify the lack of family wor-
ship by citing the complex schedules of our 
lives. These are dangerous half truths at best. 
For it makes lifestyle a matter of circum-
stance rather than a matter of choice. The 
real issue is the matter of priorities. We must 
stop lying to ourselves. We schedule to do 
whatever we consider to be important. If 
time for Scripture is crowded out, it simply 
means we do not consider it to be important. 
The problem is that we are by nature 
SCRIPTURE VIGNETTE 
General Conference Minutes, 1907, page 10 
Art. 12. Conference appointed a committee of 
three brethren to furnish Scriptural references 
for all Conference decisions bearing on doctrinal 
points, such references to be spread on the 
Minutes following decision: Committee, S. G. 
Engle, H. K. Kreider, A. Z. Hess. 
undisciplined people. We need to find ways 
to strengthen our weak wills. I would suggest 
three important aids. 
First, we are social beings by God's design. 
What our close associates are doing affects 
what we do. So we need to find ways to make 
our social nature an ally rather than an 
enemy. If a congregation or the denomina-
tion were to declare 1999 as a "year of the 
Bible," with practical suggestions how to 
implement this in individuals and families, 
then all of us would be helped to make it a 
priority in our life. We would share the value 
of a joint commitment and be strengthened 
by a common effort. Did you notice that the 
insert in the October 1998 Evangelical Visi-
tor provided practical congregational guide-
lines for an endeavor such as this? 
Second, we learn better self-discipline 
through accountability. I have a job as a 
teacher because most of us are too undisci-
plined to be self-taught learners. So we pay 
big bucks to enter a schooling program 
where someone else imposes a learning disci-
pline upon us, reinforced by social pressure 
and grading. We can do a similar thing with 
personal devotions and family worship. I 
sometimes lead a spiritual formation group 
at Ashland Seminary. As we meet each week, 
we begin by reporting how many times we 
have had devotions during the week. It is 
amazing how that simple accountability 
structure helps us get out of bed, delay doing 
things bidding for our time, and restrict 
leisure activities that eat up the clock. 
Third, we learn best through experience. 
Good habits are formed by repeated practice. 
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And all disciplines must be shaped to fit the 
individual. Recently our Sunday school class 
was sharing lessons they learned in spiritual 
disciplines. One person said he had difficulty 
reading Scripture and getting anything out of 
it. Then he got the Bible on audiotape. When 
he listened to the reading while following in 
his Bible, the meaning of the passage came 
through and he encountered God through 
his Word. Each of us needs to experiment 
with different methods of doing devotions 
until we find the ones that "work for us." If 
we talk to other Christians about the strug-
gles of our devotional life, we often find tips 
that can improve our time with God. 
The Brethren in Christ 
and 
Biblical Interpretation 
A limited supply of The Brethren in Christ and Biblical Interpre-
tation (a series of study papers which grew out of the drafting of the 
denomination's current doctrinal statement) is still available from 
Evangel Publishing House. The following essays are included: 
"How change in doctrine happens for a person or a 
church" (Owen H. Alderfer) 
"A history of the Brethren in Christ use of Scripture" 
(Martin H. Schrag) 
"Why have we changed the way we interpret the Bible: 
Social and cultural factors" (Lawrence M. Yoder) 
"Principles of interpretation at work in the Brethren in 
Christ Church" (Luke L. Keefer, Jr.) 
"Renewal" (Henry A. Ginder) 
The essays may be studied in a variety of settings: as an adult 
Sunday school elective; in a series of Sunday evening or Wednesday 
evening services; as part of an ongoing small group; or by interested 
individuals. 
32 page (8.5 x 11 inch) study booklet $1.95 each (plus S/H) 
a J % 1% 
Order directly from 
Evangel Publishing House 
P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550 
1 (800) 253-9315 • email: eph@tln.net 
People Transformed by the Book 
In 2 Corinthians 3:7-18, Paul describes 
how the Spirit of the Lord changes us while 
we spend time with God's revealed Word. We 
are not just reading to obtain facts, though 
the truth of God has value in itself. We are 
reading Scripture so we might meet the Liv-
ing God and hear him speak to us. The chief 
factor here is the matter of our heart. Jeremi-
ah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:25-27 anticipated 
the day of God's new covenant in which his 
law would be written not on stone but on the 
tables of our hearts. The Spirit who came at 
Pentecost would make our hearts receptive to 
God's Word. And as his law is inscribed on 
our thoughts and desires, our lives become 
living copies of the Bible. Sometimes we are 
conscious of the changes God is working in 
our lives. Most of the time we are as unaware 
of the transforming work of the Word as 
Moses was when his face was shining with 
the glory of the Lord absorbed on Mt. Sinai. 
It is the people around us who will be the 
first to notice that we are changing. 
Have you ever wished you could talk with 
the author of your favorite book? Well, that is 
exactly what the Holy Spirit makes possible 
in the reading of the Bible. The Spirit who 
inspired the writing of Scripture (2 Timothy 
3:16, 17) is present to interpret its meaning 
to us (1 Corinthians 2:9-16). Sometimes he 
personally floods our hearts with under-
standing, or he directs us to experienced 
Christians whose counsel, messages, or writ-
ings help us discern the truth. Just as Jesus 
opened the Scriptures to his disciples' under-
standing-an experience that warmed their 
hearts (Luke 24:32)-so the Spirit connects 
God's Word and our lives. Imagine that. We 
not only get to meet the Author of Scripture; 
he is the resident guest in the heart of every 
believer! 
For us, the issues are time and discipline, 
getting into the Word. God's work is getting 
his Word into us. 
Luke L. Keefer, Jr., is a member of the faculty of 
Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio. 
8 Evangelical Visitor January/February 1999 
MADE IN GOD'S IMAGE 
in 
s image 
by Esther Spurrier 
Esther Spurrier lives in Dills-
burg, Pa. She edits the Mis-
sions Prayer Fellowship Chal-
lenge and the Today missions 
newsletter. Esther and her hus-
band John serve as Representa-
tives at Large for the Board for 
World Missions. 
AST FALL the Brethren in Christ 
e-mail chat room became consumed 
for a time with a discussion of holi-
ness versus love. Does one of these 
words tell us what makes up the essential 
nature of God and the other merely describe 
God along with the many other attributes we 
see in Scripture? If so, which one? Though 
the issue never came to a vote, the exchange 
was fast-paced and passionate, with many 
members contributing. 
Section II of our doctrinal statement 
expresses what we Brethren in Christ believe 
about God and creation. A part of that sec-
tion reads, "Even though God transcends 
human perception and language, he has 
revealed himself in Scripture, entered human 
history in the person of Jesus Christ, and 
comes to live in us by the Holy Spirit." 
In the book of Genesis we are introduced 
to Elohim, a plural word naming the Creator 
in his creative work. We read that the Spirit 
moved upon the waters in that creative act. 
And the Apostle Paul later tells us that in 
Jesus all things were created (Col. 1). 
Here we find an enormous difference 
between the God of Christianity and the 
gods of other world religions. The Bible tells 
of a single deity in perfect relationship with 
other persons of his triune self, who desires 
to know and be known intimately by the 
men and women he has created. This stands 
in stark contrast to the aloof, austere Allah of 
Islam, who demands obedience to duty but 
offers only judgment. It also stands in con-
trast to the chaotic relationships among the 
thousands of Hindu deities, who play tricks 
on each other and war among themselves. 
Even the building blocks of Hindu society 
are barriers, or castes, which separate people. 
The spirits worshiped by animists are a 
source of fear rather than comfort, and the 
shamans who gain knowledge and control of 
the spirit world hold positions of real power 
and privilege in society.1 
But for us Brethren in Christ, God is our 
own dear father as well as Creator; Jesus 
Christ is brother as well as Savior and Lord; 
and the Holy Spirit is enabler, comforter and 
guide. Each Person has special contributions 
to make in the work of the Godhead. There 
is no need to bring things to a vote since 
there is perfect understanding and accord. 
There is no need for one to have veto power 
over the others. Is it any wonder, since we 
worship such a God, that we Brethren in 
Christ have put relationship before ritual and 
organism before organization? We are not 
hierarchy or bureaucracy. We are not 
obsessed by chains of command, of who's in 
charge here. We assume roles and responsi-
bilities rather than strive to achieve status. 
We actively seek counsel and feedback from 
each other. Leaders serve and servants advise. 
We are family, community, parts of one 
body, made in God's image. 
Just as God came as Jesus Christ to recon-
cile the world to himself, so he has given us 
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Creativity 
as we 


















the task of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5). Just as 
God has already broken down the walls and 
eliminated the distinctions that the world 
makes between peoples, we are to bridge the 
gaps that separate people from God and 
from each other. It means that those who sell 
and buy in the red-light districts of Bangkok 
and Amsterdam are made in God's image 
along with those who spend Monday nights 
in church board meetings or watching foot-
ball—and that God longs for all to know and 
acknowledge him. It means that my sisters 
and I are made in God's image equally with 
our brothers. It means that I, though neither 
clergy nor academic, am given the privilege 
and the responsibility to wrestle together 
with other believers in an attempt to better 
understand and communicate what we 
believe. 
Building and maintaining relationships, 
then, is important as we grow to be like our 
triune Creator. The challenge becomes even 
greater as we grow in our awareness of and 
involvement in our international Brethren in 
Christ body. Western, task-oriented society 
tends to mitigate against relationship build-
ing. The relational living we see in traditional 
societies seems chaotic and unproductive: 
people drop in on one another unan-
nounced, bringing interruption to the work 
of the day; hospitality is freely and generous-
ly extended on the spur of the moment, 
using up time and precious supplies for 
which there may have been other plans; chil-
dren are an integral part of life and often 
cause disruption.2 
What else might it mean to be made in 
God's image? Our statement emphasizes the 
creative acts of God as well as the order he 
established within creation. North Ameri-
cans tend to emphasize the order part, since 
it is order, structure, predictability that give 
us control over our lives. We sometimes feel 
at a loss about what to do with the creative 
part. Creativity as we know it is often disor-
derly, erratic, messy, even chaotic. And 
sometimes it is a challenge to value and 
encourage the creative part of the body. It is 
easy to become frustrated with and exhaust-
ed by the creative persons among us—those 
"idea people" always thinking up new strate-
gies and methods but leaving the hard work 
of follow-through to others. 
As I visit different churches, usually repre-
senting Brethren in Christ World Missions, I 
sometimes ask people what is the best news 
of the gospel for themselves personally or for 
the people among whom they minister. 
Answers usually point to a particular 
attribute of God, such as "faithful" or "ever-
present" or "source of hope."3 But a common 
thread seems to be that the truth of God 
which is most meaningful to a person comes 
out of a void or lack he or she has experi-
enced in life which God fills. When we share 
these thoughts with each other, our under-
standing of God is increased and our love for 
God strengthened. 
Does what we believe about God matter 
in our everyday life? Absolutely. God as 
Source gives purpose and meaning to all of 
life. We can have confidence that even those 
parts that don't make sense to us now have 
meaning to the One who knows all. We lay 
our anxieties to rest, knowing that God loves 
us and cares for us through all of life. We 
obey, not out of a sense of obligation or duty, 
but in hope and gladness that we are further-
ing the plan and purpose of God as we do. 
Will our next doctrinal statement reflect 
the recent holiness vs. love debate? I doubt it, 
but the fact that we continue to care deeply 
about and discuss our beliefs is a good thing. 
It helps us to think about important issues. It 
nourishes the relationships between us as 
brothers and sisters. And it helps us to love 
God with our minds as well as our hearts 
and souls. 
Endnotes 
'I am indebted to a sermon by Curt Byers for this 
idea—it was an Aha! moment for me. 
2Paul G. Hiebert, "Order, Creativity and the Mis-
sion Task," Anthropological Reflections on Missiological 
Issues (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), p. 141. 
'Every now and then a joke will surface, like the 
time Jacob Engle Foundation director Don Zook 
shared that the best news of the gospel for young 
accounting students is that Jesus saves! 
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3 ) MADE IN GOD'S IMAGE 
DC 
What our documents say 
about God and man 
in creation 
by J. Wilmer Heisey 
A, .LL INDICATIONS are that the first 
members of our Brethren in Christ fellowship, 
in the eighteenth century, accepted Scripture 
without reservation. Although not a scholarly 
group, they had confidence in finding the way 
through the Word. 
It is interesting to observe which aspects of 
the revelation of God caught their attention. A 
study of limited extant writings and the evi-
dences of the legacy of their witness help us to 
see their Good News about God. 
Creation and all its implications for us are a 
part of God's revelation of himself. What have 
we said about that over the 220 years of our 
history? 
1780 
We believe and confess a Triune, Ever-
lasting and Almighty Being, and that a 
Holy, Almighty God has been from eterni-
ty, and is, and will remain, and has pro-
vided Jesus Christ as Savior of mankind 
before the foundation of the world; and 
afterward Man was created in His image; 
and through the devil's envy he reverted to 
death; thus He promised him that he was 
to tread upon the serpent's head; and He 
appeared in the fullness of time, giving for 
the Redemption of men favor, honor, 
esteem, body and blood... 
(Note the use of capitals and personal pro-
nouns: He promised him.) 
1901 
The committee appointed by General Con-
ference in 1898 worked for three years with 
careful checking by General Conference and 
then in 1901 published a confession of faith, 
which said, in part: 
We believe in God the Father who is 
eternal, self-existing, omnipotent and 
omnipresent, and in Jesus Christ His only 
begotten Son, our Lord and Savior, who is 
very God and man, and who became 
incarnate, suffered and died for the sins of 
the whole human family; and in the Holy 
Ghost who is equal in being with the 
Father and the Son; that these three con-
stitute the One Triune God, who created 
the Heaven and the Earth, and all that in 
them is, visible and invisible, and who sus-
tains, governs, protects and supports the 
same... 
(Note the similarity and changes in wording 
from the 1780 statement.) 
1916 
In 1912, General Conference authorized a 
Church Manual in condensed pocket form, 
setting forth the doctrine and the tenets of the 
Church of the Brethren in Christ. This manu-
al was published in 1916, and sold for three 
cents per copy in paper, and fifteen cents per 
copy in leather. The following appeared on 
pages 6-8: 
We believe in a triune God—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit—who is omniscient, 
omnipresent, omnipotent, eternal, self-
existent, creative, holy, and Judge of all the 
earth. 
Omniscience of God. I Chr. 28:9; Rom. 
11:34; Job 37:16; Isa. 66:18; 1 Cor. 2:16 
Omnipresence of God. Psa. 139:1-10 
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Omnipotence of God. Gen. 17:1; Job 
42:2; Matt. 19:26; Rev. 19:6 
Eternity of God. Deut. 33:27; Psa. 
41:13; 1 Tim. 1:17 
Self Existence of God. Ex. 3:14; Jno. 
5:26; Acts 17:25 
Trinity of God. Matt. 28:19; Eph. 1:2; 
Jno. 1:1,2; Acts 5:3; 1 Jno. 5:7 
(Note: God is "creative," but no mention is 
made of man's relationship to God.) 
1924 
In 1924, a revision of the Constitution and 
By-laws of the Brethren in Christ Church was 
published. The printed Confession of Faith 
used wording identical to the 1901 statement, 
reproduced above. 
1937 
In 1937, General Conference adopted a 
revised Constitution and By-laws, containing 
some new wording: 
God is the eternal, omnipotent and tri-
une Being—Father, Son and and Holy 
Ghost. This triune God created the heav-
ens and the earth and all that in them is, 
visible and invisible; He sustains, protects 
and governs these with gracious regard for 
the welfare of man, to the glory of His 
Name. (Faith, Art. V. Constitution) 
The Holy Scriptures teach that by sin, 
through the transgression of our first par-
ents, man's original righteousness and 
communion with God were lost... (Sin 
and Redemption, Art. II, Part Two) 
(Note: The wording reflects our under-
standing of the relationships between God and 
his created beings.) 
1961 
In 1961, a Manual of Doctrine and Gov-
ernment was published, the first significant 
change after the administrative reorganization 
of 1957. The first paragraph of the Confession 
of Faith used the same wording as printed in 
the 1937 Constitution (see above). In Part 
Two, Doctrine, under Article III, Sin, this sig-
nificant new wording appeared: 
The Holy Scriptures teach that man 
was created by God, in His own image 
and likeness. He was righteous and holy in 
character and enjoyed fellowship with 
God. 
(Note: This statement is the clearest teach-
ing on the significance of man's being created 
in God's image since 1780.) 
1994 
In the 1994 Articles of Faith and Doctrine, 
there is a five paragraph section on "Relation-
ships in Creation" which gives important 
teaching on how we understand the signifi-
cance of God's having created us in his own 
image. 
...Made in God's image, each human 
being is of infinite value and is to be cared 
for and ?mrtured. We should relate to oth-
ers in love and justice—opposing that 
which destroys, oppresses, demeans, or 
manipulates, and fostering that which 
restores, upbuilds, and affirms. God's plan 
for the human family calls for wholesome, 
growing relationships among all persons; it 
forbids abusive and destructive behavior... 
(Note: There is real Good News here, that 
we need to bathe in and share with our hurt-
ing enemies and neighbors.) 
Section II, "God and Creation," of the cur-
rent doctrinal statement brings important, 
timely focus on a dimension of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ that is badly needed in our world 
as we enter a new century. 
Study Resources from Evangel Publishing House 
An easy-to-understand 




God's grace "is at the 
center of the answer" 
to all questions we 
have about God. 
356 pages 
$14.00 
Order through your local Christian Light Bookstore 
or call toll-free (800) 253-9315 
Evangel Publishing House 
2000 Evangel Way • P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550 
VISA and Mastercard orders accepted 9901 EV 
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How your church can join... 
The Lay Ministry 
Revolution 
by Eddy Hall and Gary Morsch 
IN THE 1950S, Elton Trueblood wrote, "If the average church should suddenly take seriously the notion that every laymember—man or woman—is real-ly a minister of Christ, we could have 
something like a revolution in a very short 
time."1 Today a growing number of churches 
are experiencing this revolution. But in most 
churches, most members still don't see them-
selves as ministers. As a result, church staff 
are overburdened while many members feel 
sidelined. 
What is keeping Trueblood's revolution 
from sweeping through all our churches? For 
centuries, the church has divided Christians 
into two distinct groups—the ministers 
(clergy) and those ministered to (laity). This 
division has been maintained by four min-
istry myths—unbiblical beliefs about min-
istry that have shaped how most Christians 
approach ministry. Before the revolution can 
come to your church, these four ministry 
myths must be exposed and corrected. 
Adapted with permission from The Lay Ministry 
Revolution: How You Can Join by Eddy Hall and 
Gary Morsch (Baker Books), a tool for implementing 
these concepts in congregations. Eddy Hall ofGoessel, 
Kansas, is a church consultant who helps churches 
maximize their ministries through integrated strategic 
planning of ministries, staffing, facilities, and finances. 
Gary Morsch, M.D., ofOlathe, Kansas, is chairman of 
Heart to Heart International, a volunteer organization 
that mobilizes community resources to alleviate world 
suffering. 
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MYTH #1: Ministry is just 
for "ministers." 
God calls certain people to church leader-
ship, and their role is essential. But, in 
describing the call of leaders, Scripture 
doesn't single them out as the "ministers." 
Rather, it emphasizes the ministry of all 
believers: "The gifts he gave were that some 
would be apostles, some prophets, some pas-
tors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry" (Eph. 4:11-12, NRSV, 
emphasis added). 
Our friend Mark knew that all Christians 
were called to minister, but he bought into 
the version of this myth that says that God 
can best use those in professional ministry. 
Wanting God's best, he quit his job, went to 
seminary, then joined a church staff. 
In his new job, Mark quickly discovered 
that his gift was not administration. "I'm 
most effective in one-on-one ministry," he 
explains. "And rather than coordinating 
existing ministries, I'd rather be bringing 
new people in. I thought joining a church 
staff would give me more freedom, but in 
reality it limited how much time I could 
spend doing what I do best." Even though he 
knew some people would think he was set-
tling for 'God's second best,' Mark resigned 
from the church staff and went into insur-
ance. 
"Though I didn't realize it when I started," 
Mark says, "insurance is a perfect job for 























people. Whenever a client loses a spouse, I 
get a phone call. When any of my clients 
divorce, they come to me to change their 
insurance papers. And whenever one of 
them has a car accident, a fire, or a serious 
illness covered by insurance, the client comes 
to see me. Just a few weeks ago I told my wife 
that I've never before felt God using me in 
ministry like I have lately." 
Only when Mark understood that God 
could use him more effectively in the busi-
ness world than on church staff was God able 
to put Mark's ministry gifts to fullest use. 
MYTH #2: Ministry refers only 
to meeting spiritual needs. 
When I (Eddy) was in college, sometimes 
on Sunday afternoons I would go to a park 
with a few friends and we would approach 
strangers with The Four Spiritual Laws, a 
booklet that explains how to become a 
Christian. A half dozen or so of the people I 
talked to prayed the sinner's prayer. One 
even came to church afterward for a few 
months. 
In time, however, I grew uneasy with this 
cold-turkey witnessing. For one thing, I saw 
little evidence that it was leading to changed 
lives. But part of my discomfort, I believe, 
grew out of my own changing relationship 
with God. Nurtured by my pastor's sermons, 
I was seeing God less as a stern judge and 
more as a loving Father. I was beginning to 
realize that God was not only concerned 
about my getting to heaven; he also cared 
about my joys and pains, my hopes and fears. 
God didn't care only about my soul; he cared 
about me. 
The more I experienced God's love, the 
clearer it became that I was not treating the 
people in the park the way God treated me. I 
was treating them as objects, as trophies to 
be won, not as people to be loved. 
Somehow I had gotten the idea that min-
istry involved meeting only—or at least pri-
marily—spiritual needs. Witnessing, preach-
ing, Bible teaching, leading worship—this 
was ministry. But feeding the hungry? Visit-
ing the sick? They were nice things to do, I 
would have said, but hardly ministry. 
But as love replaced law as my motivation 
for ministry, I started seeing people through 
new eyes. I became less concerned with per-
suading others to do the right thing and 
more interested in helping them. Ministry, I 
realized, had to be concerned not just with 
spiritual needs, but with the needs of the 
whole person. Love doesn't limit itself to car-
ing about one kind of need. 
When people believe ministry is restricted 
to meeting spiritual needs, those God has 
called to meet physical or social needs may 
feel like they have no ministry. When this 
myth is exploded, these people can find their 
places in the body of Christ. 
MYTH #3: Most ministry takes place 
when the church is gathered. 
In some ways the church is like a sales 
team. When the team meets, its members 
may celebrate accomplishments. Sales man-
agers may inspire and motivate the team, 
give them a vision of what is possible, and 
provide training. Group members encourage 
one another. Now what would you think of 
that sales team if, upon leaving the meeting, 
the members make little effort to sell? Would 
you suspect they missed the point of the 
meeting? 
We in the church are not a sales team but 
a ministry team, yet we gather for many of 
the same reasons—to celebrate, to expand 
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sion, to give and receive encouragement, and 
to become equipped for ministry. If then, at 
the end of our gathering, we go out into the 
world but make little attempt to minister, 
what does that suggest? 
Unless we minister as the church scattered 
the rest of the week, we've missed one of the 
main points of coming together. As we heard 
one pastor say, "The church is most the 
church when the sanctuary is empty." 
MYTH #4: Some Christians are called 
to do secular work. 
Precision Histology is a medical laborato-
ry in Oklahoma City which prepares micro-
scope slides of tissues from which doctors 
diagnose patients' illnesses. As the world 
measures success, Precision Histology has 
not made much of a splash. For the first few 
years, owner Jan Lundy had to reinvest all 
her earnings into the company to buy equip-
ment and today she earns only a modest 
wage. But that's okay with Jan because Preci-
sion Histology is succeeding at what it was 
created to do. 
"From the beginning, our main purpose 
has been to help people," Jan explains. This 
happens in various ways. Jan hired lab tech-
nicians with little technical skill and gave 
them on-the-job training. Often these were 
mothers from low-income families who 
lacked the resources to pay for formal train-
ing. One technician she hired was already 
trained but was recovering from drug addic-
tion and was not physically able to go back to 
work in the hospital. Jan made it possible for 
employees to keep their children with them 
at work by providing a play area and, when 
necessary, hiring a child-care worker at no 
cost to the mothers. 
The lab has prepared slides at no charge 
for three local nonprofit clinics serving low-
income patients. But, at its most basic, the 
lab ministers through the services it is paid to 
provide. As the company name implies, Ian 
insists upon work of the highest quality. "I 
treat each slide as though it is for a member 
of my own family," Jan says. "After all, each 
one is for somebody's mother, brother, or sis-
ter. Doctors need to be able to interpret slides 
easily and accurately. If my slides enable 
them to do that, I am ministering to the 
patients whether they know it or not." 
The world says there are two kinds of 
work—sacred and secular. The dictionary 
defines secular as "not holy" or "not sacred." 
But the Bible tells us that we are to do every-
thing—even eating and drinking—to the 
glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). For the Chris-
tian, every activity is to be sacred. 
If God directs someone to be an auto 
mechanic, it is because God can better use 
that person to meet needs as an auto 
mechanic than as a pastor or missionary. 
Every Christian is called to full-time Chris-
tian ministry. Any Christian can transform a 
legitimate "secular" job into a ministry by 
approaching that job with a commitment to 
meeting people's needs as an expression of 
God's love. 
God doesn't call anyone to do "secular" 
(unholy) work. He calls us all to bring honor 
to God and to minister to people's needs 
through whatever work we do. 
Ready to join? 
Once our understanding of ministry is 
broad enough, we can then discover which 
particular part of Christ's mission God is 
calling us to do. Two invaluable clues to call 
are pain and joy. 
PAIN: Where do you mourn with Jesus for 
the pain in the world? 
]OY: What would bring you joy in that 
painful situation? 
When you can answer those questions, 
you have probably found your call. As Fred-
erick Buechner says, "The place God calls 
you to is where your deep gladness and the 
world's deep hunger meet."2 
Once the church explodes these four min-
istry myths, helps members identify their 
calls to ministry, then supports them in cre-
atively fulfilling those calls, we will, as True-
blood predicted, experience something like a 
revolution in a very short time. 
In fact, the revolution has already begun. 

















'Elton Trueblood, Your Other Vocation (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1952), p. 9. 
2Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theologi-
cal ABC (New York: Harper & Row, 1973), p. 95. 




An overflow crowd at the 1998 dedication of a 
newly-constructed church building at 
Jiquilillo, in northwest Nicaragua (before 
Hurricane Mitch devastated the region). 
Below, the fields right behind the church 
building were so dry in June, when this 
picture was taken. After Hurricane Mitch, 
just the opposite. 
Yesterday (Dec. 14) I traveled north through western Nicaragua to a place called Jiquilillo. It was here where a Messiah College work team had 
helped to build a church building in May and 
by Marshall Poe June. The people of Jiquilillo, along with most 
of the west, northwest and central areas of 
Nicaragua, suffered the ravaging effects of 
Hurricane Mitch. I especially wanted to see 
the pastor and the church people, since we had 
come to know them quite well during the 
building process and subsequent dedication 
of the church building the end of July. Yester-
day was my first time in that area since the 
hurricane. 
Even before the bus reached the town of 
Leon, I could see far in the distance the deep 
scar in the side of Volcano Casita where the 
major slide occurred. The top of the volcano 
looks fairly intact, but just below the rim there 
is a large cut extending down the entire side of 
the volcano. Near the foot of the volcano, this 
cut widens and tapers out to the flatlands 
below. Further north on the highway, between 
Leon and Chinandega, we passed within eight 
miles of the volcano. Here in three distinct 
areas, which were anywhere from one-half to 
one mile wide, we saw where the raging 
waters—with silt, mud, trees, and other 
debris—had crossed the highway, heading 
toward the ocean approximately 12 miles away. 
Fortunately, the highway was not destroyed 
during the flooding. However, there were 
many places where the raging waters had cut 
gouges from 4 to 12 feet deep beside the road. 
In some stretches of road there is no shoulder 
at all on either side of the highway and one gets 
the feeling of driving on a dike. As well, many 
bridges along this road showed signs of mas-
sive flooding and erosion. Some river beds 
have been widened up to ten times their orig-
inal width. The country has been in the pro-
cess of repairing this road and widening all 
the bridges during the last year. Some of the 
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temporary bridges they had made to 
accommodate the traffic during con-
struction were tumbled over like domi-
nos. 
Earlier we had heard that many 
houses and buildings were completely 
covered by mud and debris during the 
flooding. I can easily imagine this as I 
saw one house near the road that was 
more than half-covered with silt. There 
were large areas where it appeared that 
the silt was two to three feet deep over 
what had previously been fertile fields. 
On top of all this silt there were uproot-
ed trees and other debris, now dry, giv-
ing the effect of a desert landscape. 
I saw lots of bean fields that were not 
destroyed by the flooding and silting, 
but were drowned by the excessive rain-
fall. All that was left were the dried 
stalks and a few leaves. Many of the 
corn fields were flattened. In an effort to 
salvage some of his corn crop, Pastor 
Juan Peralta worked in muddy, knee-
deep water. He laboriously stood each 
stalk up again, bending the ear down so 
that it would eventually dry. One of the 
problems was that nearly mature grains 
of corn and rice were sprouting on the 
stalk. 
In spite of having lost a m a j o r 
amount of their anticipated harvest, 
people are meeting the challenges and 
surviving. I was encouraged by their 
spirit as I visited with various families 
yesterday in Jiquilillo. I took some 
money to help repair the church build-
ing and two houses that had caved-in 
walls. They in turn sent some money 
with me from their offerings for the 
Nicaraguan general church budget. I 
commented on the price of turkeys and 
chickens, which are expensive at this 
time of year. Promptly the pastor's wife 
sent the kids out to catch a chicken 
f rom her diminished flock to send 
home with me. In my four hours there, 
I was given food and drink three times 
by different people. I felt embarrassed. 
I went to share with them in their need, 
and they generously gave to me. 
Marshall Poe and his wife Eleanor have been 
serving for a second time in Nicaragua. The 
account Marshall shares here follows the devas-
tation of hurricane Mitch in October of 1998. 
The Poes are members at Lancaster (Pa.) Breth-
ren in Christ Church . 
Brooke Hoffman began teaching English in Asia in July 1998, serving in covenant relationship with 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. She shares some ways that God is at work in the early months of her 
time overseas. Brooke, a member of the Elizabethtown (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church, graduated 
from Messiah College in 1998. 
Hello! I have so much to share with you! If only you could experience all the sounds, 
sights, and smells with me! 
I am coming to love the sounds of my new community, especially as I begin to under-
stand them! I pause reflectively when someone calls me by name, aware of how good it 
sounds coming from a native friend. I laugh as my entire class of freshmen shouts, "OK!" 
to assure me that they do understand. I am reminded to give thanks as the city clock tower 
plays chimes every hour. I don't jump quite as high at the insistent taxi horns, although I 
do still flinch at the sound of spitting. I look forward to listening to my new friend (a high 
school student) practice piano and hearing him yell out the window, "Brooke, did you hear 
me?" I delight in the old woman who runs my favorite little restaurant, as she practices the 
four English words she knows. I smile as my tutor pronounces the difference between two 
sounds, which of course, sound the same to me. I look forward to the loud call of the bread 
boy, who knows the kind I like to buy. 
I am also enjoying the sights of my new home. I enjoy seeing my students gather for 
morning exercises as I run around the track I delight in the smile of a bare-bottomed neigh-
bor baby as she grabs my finger and her mother croons, "Hello." I savor the rare, but beau-
tiful, star-filled sky. I appreciate the brilliant colors of the hanging laundry and the story it 
tells of its owners. I rejoice at the sight of native heads bowed in prayer. I can't help but 
chuckle as I see another person walk into a pole because they are staring at me. Hopeful-
ly, they are starting to get used to the sight of me, as I get used to them! 
I am coming to love the smells of my new city. Well, maybe not love.. .but certainly 
appreciate! The meat market has a distinctive odor all its own. The scent of my neighbors' 
cooking makes my mouth water. The smells of the meals that Vicki and I cook are definitely 
less appetizing! (We have a lot to learn!) The yummy smells that fill the air from eager ven-
dors tempt me to spend my money. The squat pots are really not too bad, especially 
because I'm becoming quite skilled at holding my breath. 
At the same time, I hope that I am leaving a smell. Not the kind that occurs when our 
water is mysteriously not working and I can't take a shower, but the kind that emanates 
from my life as Christ lives in me. 
At times, I wonder, "Why am I here?" There is a lot I don't understand and so much to 
learn. I am humbled. I love, weep, thrive, listen, share, ask, hurt, rejoice.... May it all bring 
glory to the One who calls me by name, who has searched me and knows me, who sets my 
feet upon a rock, and for whom and through whom I will continue to spread the fragrance 
of the knowledge of him! 
I am blessed by your care for me through your prayers. God continues to provide joy, 
delight, purpose, energy, and wisdom for living, teaching, growing, and building rela-
tionships. There are times when I am discouraged, but I am reminded that you all are pray-
ing! I can't help but start looking for God to answer those prayers. Amazing how quickly 
I see his hand being active around me! 
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Following the PACMI (Philadel-phia Association of Christians Ministering to Internationals) conference in September, lake, a 
student at Eastern College, asked if I 
would come and speak to the missions 
group. The focus of the evening cen-
tered on the rich oppor tun i ty that 
American students have to reach the 
world in their classrooms and campus. 
As a result, two and sometimes three 
Eastern students have been making the 
half hour commute to my Wednesday 
Bible study to get their feet wet in lead-
ing a study with internationals who 
know virtually nothing about the sub-
ject. After three meetings, I asked lake if 
they would like to lead using my pre-
pared handouts. 
Jake and Cari have been doing it for 
several weeks now and the response 
with the internationals has been over-
whelming—so much so that I scarcely 
have seating space in my apartment. I 
counted nine men last time, which 
means couples are coming, not just 
women. I give credit to lake for much of 
Mim Stern and her late husband Pete began 
ministry to international students in Philadel-
phia, Pa., after having retired from overseas mis-
sions. After Pete's death in 1994, Mim continued 
the ministry. She serves on the national Mis-
sions Prayer Fellowship and attends the Circle of 
Hope fellowship (Brethren in Christ) in Phila-
delphia, encouraging students' involvement there 
as well. 
this influx as he is young, male, inten-
tional, and fun in his outreach. The 
interaction during snack time which 
follows is such that no one hurries 
home. 
People often ask how I meet my con-
tacts. It's like a web. For example, in 
July, Hanna visited a nearby church, 
met an older Chinese Christian lady 
who began attending Bible study. She 
in turn is responsible for three others 
coming from her apartment building. 
A Korean lady asked if I would teach 
English to a Korean Christian young 
man who later plans to enter seminary. 
He comes to Bible study to increase his 
English exposure, and brings his broth-
er. 
Two Chinese men in Bible study 
were surprised when they realized that 
they had been neighbors back in China, 
but did not know each other was here. 
At the annual Fall reception for area 
international students at the University 
Museum, I met two Chinese visiting 
scholars. They were friendly and, as 
usual , c o m m e n t e d on their poo r 
English. I gave them my card, pointing 
to the church logo to see if they recog-
nized any of the Christian symbols. 
Lighting up, they asked if I had the 
Wednesday evening class they had 
heard about, and said they wanted to 
come. (Amazing that among the 500 
or so people, I should run into them— 
that's God's web!) They came. One 
by Mim Stern 
commented that he feels religion is 
good for a country, but is not sure 
about God. 
Chinese Sherry lived close enough 
to come to Bible study a year ago. 
Knowing enough to accept Christ, she 
would always say, "I need time." She 
moved to the suburbs. I saw her on the 
street one day in tears. She needed a 
good baby sitter so she could be in 
school, making it possible to stay in the 
States. Her husband just graduated and 
needed a job. I prayed with her there on 
the street. She phoned several weeks 
ago, asking if I had time to see her the 
next day—she wanted to learn how to 
become a Christian. She came. She 
learned. She is now a Christian and I 
am learning to fall in with God's tim-
ing. He's never late. 
When Hong and Yang came to Bible 
study about a year ago, they asked for 
help in writing a letter to the embassy 
requesting a visa for their parents to 
visit them while their ailing father could 
still travel. We prayed specifically about 
it. Hong and Yang dropped out of Bible 
study for months, then called recently 
to say the visa was granted and the par-
ents were here. At my urging, Hong 
came to Bible study and told the group 
that it was God who did it, and that he 
would be a Christian someday. The 
parents have little to do while Hong and 
Yang are at work. With the help of the 
Jesus film in Mandarin, a Chinese Bible, 
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other literature, and contacts with the 
Chinese church, these one-time Com-
munists are now believers in the Lord 
Jesus—and Hong too. 
The wife of a Chinese artist (anoth-
er Yang) asked me to help her recently-
arrived husband with English. He did 
not look typically Chinese, with his 
long hair and cigarettes in pocket, but 
in the first meeting his wife said that 
after he learned English, he wanted to 
study the Bible. I invited him to Bible 
study. He came and, though he under-
stood nothing, he felt the love of Jesus. 
(I am learning that an artist feels deeply, 
whereas a scientist needs to be con-
vinced mentally.) As lessons proceeded, 
Yang always mentioned something 
about God and the something bad he 
felt inside. (We call it sin.) At the fourth 
lesson, he wanted to talk about God 
before any English learning. In the 
bilingual New Testament, we read sal-
vation verses and he prayed to receive 






by Jay Smith 
Jay Smith and his wife Judy have 
been involved in ministry to Muslims in 
London since August 1992. Jay's min-
istry is both to Muslims and among 
university students preparing for min-
istry to Muslims. Jay and Judy are 
members at the Perkiomen Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church in Col-
legeville, Pa. Following is a report on a 
November trip to Sweden to train oth-
ers in Muslim work. 
I touched down yesterday (Novem-
ber 23) after a little over a week away 
in the city of Malmo, Sweden, a city 
where 35,000 of the 113,000 residents 
are Muslims; mostly immigrants from 
Turkey, Lebanon, and Somalia. They 
dominate the large government hous-
ing, have taken over many of the local 
shopping malls, and have caused a 
dilemma for the local churches not 
used to working amongst such a vari-
ety of backgrounds, or with people so 
passionate for their faith. Thus I was 
called in to help with a week of train-
ing, not only for those in the YWAM 
school in Malmo, but for others who 
are planning to go into Muslim work, 
both in Sweden and abroad. 
As I have often done in Britain, I 
featured in the training the need not 
to feel intimidated by the Muslims but 
to take them head-on, answering their 
challenges forthrightly while unceas-
ingly introducing the gospel into the 
discussions. 
The debate for Thursday night was 
canceled by the Muslim community 
due to a recent fire in a nearby city of 
Gottenberg, which claimed over 40 
lives, mostly Muslim. Instead we had 
an open meeting for Muslims to come 
and question me. A few knew of me 
already, having read some of my 
papers on the Internet, and one had 
even heard a tape of a debate between 
myself and Shabir Aly back in 1997. 
Thus they came prepared with ques-
tions with which they "peppered" me 
for over three hours, while the Chris-
tian friends watched. 
That was only the beginning, for 
two days later, on Saturday, we had 
scheduled an entire day of mission 
lectures on how to work with Mus-
lims, with between 45-50 Christians 
from the Malmo area. Some of the 
Muslims f rom Thursday evening 
showed up after lunch to challenge 
me further, forcing me to rearrange 
my schedule on the spot. Instead of 
lectures on strategies to deal with 
Muslims, I spent the entire afternoon 
answering their questions, which 
turned into an ideal and living exam-
ple of what to say and what not to say 
to Muslims. 
Much of the time was congenial, 
yet at other times it was all I could do 
to keep the Muslims under control, 
returning their questions rapidly and 
concisely, while continually forcing 
the discussion onto a Christo-centric 
theme. I think we were all exhausted 
after seven hours of debate and dis-
cussion that day, none of which had to 
be translated, as surprisingly many of 
the people in Sweden speak fluent 
English. 
Because of the overwhelming need 
in Malmo and the emergence of two 
dedicated couples who have commit-
ted themselves to full-time ministry 
among the Muslims there, it looks 
certain that I will make this week-long 
teaching trip, coupled with the week 
end mission, an annual event. 
I left them with the challenge that I 
want to see at least two of the Muslims 
who came both Thursday and Satur-
day commit themselves to serving 
Christ by next fall. They are the "king-
pins" of a group of young and dedi-
cated Muslim men who could make 
an impact on the Malmo Muslim 
community. So help me raise them 
up to the Lord in prayer for their sal-
vation. Also pray for the three men 
who are working full-time in the min-
istry amongst the Muslims there: Per-
Hendrick, Adrian, and Patrick (the 
third who dedicated himself to full-
time ministry on the day before I left), 
and ask for particular strength in this 
seemingly impossible, yet exciting task 
to win the 35,000 to Christ. 
I came home to the welcoming 
arms of my loving wife and three 
active boys, ready to send me off yet 
again the next weekend for two days 
of conference and lectures in the 
Leicester area. This time my meeting 
will not be with Muslims in atten-
dance, but with university students 
committed to meeting the challenge 
of Islam on their campuses, much like 
their brothers and sisters in Sweden 
are doing. ^ 
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God at work in our world 
Celebrating a vision 
Jake and Nancy Shenk have been serving 
with Brethren in Christ World Missions in 
Zimbabwe since 1958 with a break in service 
of about seven years. Currently Jake is serving 
the Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church as 
Bishop. They are members of the Mount 
Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church in Man-
heim, Pa. 
"Herein is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us." Praise the Lord for 
the expression of his love through the gift of 
his Son, who made us his sons. 
Thank you for your prayer support. We 
rejoice in what God is doing through your 
prayers for us. Your prayers were evident 
during the General Conference and cente-
nary celebrations. There were wonderful 
reminders of the power of God at work in 
and through his people. The business ses-
sions moved unusually smoothly. The mes-
sages were very challenging, centered 
around the theme "Celebrating a Vision." 
One of the highlights of the conference was 
the ordination of eight young couples to 
the ministry, including our son Donald. 
Nearly 4,000 people attended the Centen-
nial Celebrations on Saturday. The high-
light of the day was the consecration of the 
first full-time missionaries to be sent and 
supported by the church in Zimbabwe. 
Rev. and Mrs. Doubt Ndlovu left for 
Botswana on December 1, 1998. After 
much prayer and effort, word was received 
on the day of the opening of the confer-
ence that the Brethren in Christ church was 
officially registered in Botswana. 
The offering went toward the Botswana 
mission. The total cash, pledges and gifts in 
kind (including three head of cattle, three 
goats, etc.) amounted to approximately 
Z$ 100,000. This far exceeded anything 
which we have ever before seen in the 
church in Zimbabwe. Give thanks to the 
Lord for a renewed vision. Pray that the 
church in Botswana will take root and grow 
quickly. 
We hono r the Lord for cont inued 
church growth. Fourteen new congrega-
tions have been planted during the year, 
three within the last few months of 1998. 
There have been some fairly large baptismal 
services, including 54 at Mbonjeni, 59 at 
Nzalikwe, and 120 at Lobengula. 
Notes from 
Venezuela 
Mike and Sherry Holland have been serv-
ing as church planters in Caracas, Venezuela, 
since 1985. Mike serves also as Venezuela 
Country Representative for Brethren in 
Christ World Missions They are members at 
Fairview (Ohio) and Manor (Pa.) Brethren 
in Christ congregations. 
The most significant blessing of 1998 is 
one for which we have been waiting over 
four years! In late August we finally moved 
from Montalban to Colinas de Bello Monte 
and are saving 10 to 15 hours weekly in 
commuting! Our children's school and the 
Rey de Gloria church, which we pastor, are 
both located here in Colinas, and both are 
only five minutes from our new residence! 
This apartment is also a bit larger (an extra 
bedroom) and up on the mountainside, so 
the air quality is better for our children who 
all suffer from asthma. The apartment 
needed a lot of remodeling and work, so we 
have spent many hours tearing down walls, 
putting up tile, sanding, and painting. 
Many friends have helped us, for which we 
are grateful! 
The Rey de Gloria church is doing well 
with an average attendance of around 70 
for the last several months. We experienced 
a real revival in the fall, fueled by the music 
ministry of Fernando lose, a Venezuelan 
living in Orlando, Fla. As a result, many 
people renewed their commitments to the 
Lord and the church. Ten or more people 
attend a daily morning prayer time initiat-
ed as a result of the revival. We also began 
a module of our national organization's 
Training for Growth Program, with eight 
people participating and growing in matu-
rity and responsibility in the church. 
Today's best news 
Edith Miller has been serving in Zambia 
for over 40 years and in numerous positions 
She currently serves as the Zambia Country 
Representative for Brethren in Christ World 
Missions and is involved in publishing study 
materials. Her home congregation is Ran-
som Creek Community Church in Clarence 
Center, N.Y. 
As Honest, a refined and pleasant young 
man, stood to leave my office, he said, 
"That's the best news I've had today." The 
good news: the address for the pastor of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Pretoria 
and a copy of the excerpt on South Africa 
from Brethren in Christ World Missions: 
Into the Second Century. 
Honest Muntanga, a Zambian, is a part-
time student, part-time worker in Preto-
ria. He identified the evangelical church 
where he has been worshiping but he didn't 
know there was a Brethren in Christ church 
in Pretoria. By reading the excerpt, he 
immediately and enthusiastically recog-
nized the name Soshanguve, the township 
where the church is located, near his own 
residence. 
Honest's father, Samuel Muntanga, was 
graduated from Sikalongo Bible Institute 
(SBI) and then pastored until the time of 
his death in 1997. Prior to her marriage, 
Honest's mother, Messalina (also deceased) 
worked in the homes of a number of mis-
sionaries, who will recall her faithfulness 
and dependability. 
What a privilege and thrill it was to pro-
vide Honest with a link to his church — far 
from his boyhood home at Macha Mission 
in Zambia — the day before he was return-
ing to Pretoria. Accompany him with your 
prayers that this will be the means of con-
tinuing spiritual growth for Honest in 




Elias Moyo with his wife Fadzai, prod-
ucts of Brethren in Christ missions in Zim-
babwe, pastor the Brethren in Christ congre-
gation in Forest Gate, London. Below are 
excerpts from a letter he sent in December. 
This year, two members were received 
into church membership at the Forest Gate 
Brethren in Christ Church through con-
version and baptism. The congregation wit-
nessed tears of joy from Joseph as he was 
giving a testimony just before baptism. 
"Church, these are tears of joy, because I 
am happy that I have taken this step to wit-
ness to the world that Christ lives in my 
heart," said Joe to the gathered congrega-
tion. Others came to us in 1998 from other 
fellowships including Zimbabwe Brethren 
in Christ. 
The ministry team members alternated 
in the preaching of the Word during Sun-
day worship services. We praise the Lord 
for the gift of leadership that is developing 
in this church. It is our prayer that the Lord 
will call some into full-time ministry. 
As you pray for the United Kingdom, 
20 Evangelical Visitor January/February 1999 
remember that the Brethren in Christ 
Church in this country is at a strategic point 
for evangelism. In fact, Europe becomes a 
challenge to a mission-minded church such 
as the Brethren in Christ. This is a spiritu-
ally needy nation. 
Forest Gate Brethren in Christ was priv-
ileged to host the tour group from North 
America, en route to the General Confer-
ence in Zimbabwe. Our people were very 
much blessed by that fellowship. The con-
gregation joined the North America and 
Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Conferences 
in celebrating one hundred years of mission 
work. During the Zimbabwe Conference 
session, a cheque of over Z$ 3000 was pre-
sented to Bishop Shenk for Botswana mis-




Neil and Lisa Weaver began service in 
Zimbabwe in 1997, Neil as teacher at 
Mtshabezi Secondary School and Lisa as 
teacher of missionaries' children. In addition 
to their teaching responsibilities, there are 
ministry opportunities one of which Neil 
describes here—the baptism and communion 
weekend in the Gwaii district, a rural area 
outside ofBidawayo. The Weavers are mem-
bers of the Grantham (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
"I greet you all in the name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ." These words were 
used quite often the weekend of November 
6 and 7. 
I want to thank everyone who prayed 
for our family this weekend. This was my 
first experience as an umfundisi (evange-
list). I don't really have a problem with talk-
ing in front of people (after all, I am a 
Weaver), but this was the first in this type of 
setting. I drove about five hours from 
Mtshabezi on Friday afternoon and then 
we had the evening service. There were 
quite a number of people in attendance, so 
the school room that we were using was 
not large enough. We ended up holding 
the service outside under the stars. This was 
fine with me because it was so hot inside. 
The temperature that day must have been 
in the high 90s. 
This was a very rural setting, which 
meant no electricity. I had to use my flash-
light to read my notes and used kerosene 
lanterns to preach by. I could only see the 
children in the front row. 
All in all, the service went quite well. I 
was not that nervous, I think due to the 
amount of prayer suppor t that was 
involved. My text for Friday night was 
taken from Luke 22:54-62, the passage 
where Peter denies Christ. Saturday's text 
was John 21:15-22. It was a good thing for 
me, with Lisa's help, to research and study 
these passages. The messages seemed well-
received—such is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Overall, it was a growing time for 
my spiritual life and my relationship with 
Lisa. Through this experience we drew clos-




Shem Lai Hembrom is Chairman of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Nepal, one of 
the countries in the 10/40 Window. In a let-
ter to the U.S. office, he describes the work 
and growth of the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Nepal. 
Our church ministry is spread in three 
districts, Morang, Sunsuri, and Jhapa in 
East Nepal and also in Kathmandu. This 
year, 71 people were baptized from differ-
ent communities such as Santal, Uraon, 
Rajbansi, Tharu, Newar, and one from high 
cast Nepali. Altogether, we now have 15 
churches. 
Including myself and Deepak, there are 
eight full-time workers in Eastern Nepal 
and three in Kathmandu. Five are Santal 
workers, three Newar, one Uraon, one Rai 
worke,r and one Limbu. One young Santal 
man is in Kathmandu Bible College; anoth-
er Santal young man and one Rajbansi man 
are getting ready to go to Bible college in 
the coming year. 
Eight churches are among Santals, four 
among Uraon, one among mixed commu-
nity in Biratnagar, one among Newar, and 
one among Rai in Kathmandu. So far we 
have converts from Santals, Uraon, Newar, 
Rai, Tharu, Rajbansi, Saha, Limbu. There 
are many more communities such as 
Yadar, Gangai, Khawas, Batar, Sudi, 
Muschar, and some high cast Nepalis 
which we have not yet approached; gospel 
preaching is being done to them by other 
people but so far there are no converts. 
Please continue to pray for my respon-




Don and Becky Shenk have been serving 
in Zimbabwe since August 1988. Don tells 
about his trip to Botswana with students of 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute to assist in a new 
church planting. Don and Becky are mem-
bers of the Mechanicsburg (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
In late October I took a group of 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute students on a 
mission trip into Botswana. They had 
raised funds locally from churches and 
friends. I also asked each one of them to 
recruit at least two prayer partners who 
would be committed to provide prayer cov-
erage for the duration of the trip. 
We had a very good trip. We visited two 
cities where we split into small groups and 
spent time going door to door, seeking 
opportunities to share the gospel. We also 
met with some small core groups of Breth-
ren in Christ members from Zimbabwe 
who are employed in Botswana. Our stu-
dents were challenged by their efforts to 
witness across a language barrier and I 
believe some of them have gained a real 
vision for missions. f5*3 
MCC Washington Office Spring Seminar 
"Neighbors After All: A Biblical Approach to Immigration" 
April 25-27, 1999 
Purpose: to encourage people of faith to promote immigration policies and 
practices that are welcoming and just. The seminar includes a biblical 
framework, interactive learning, advocacy training, congressional office 
visits, an address from a congressional member, and more. Workshops will 
address such topics as bills before Congress; civil rights; where policy 
and case meet; church and community responses; and the impact of 
international economic policies. For more information, contact: 
MCC Washington Office 
110 Maryland Ave., NE, Suite 502 
Washington, DC 20002 
Phone (202) 544-6564; fax (202) 544-2820; email mccwash@mcc.org 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
Dwight Robertson, founder and 
president of Kingdom Building 
Ministries, led Nov. 1-3 revival ser-
vices at the Antrim church, Cham-
bersburg. Pa. The Dec. 13 chil-
dren's musical at the Chambers-
burg church was "Send in ' Out 
Love." The sanctuary choir sang "A 
Light Still Shines" on Dec. 20. •> 
On Dec. 6 Steve and Bonnie West-
berry of T I M S spoke to the 
Fairv iew Ave. cong rega t i on , 
Waynesboro, Pa • "Code Red" was 
the Dec. 5, 6 youth musical of the 
Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro. • On Nov. 29 Sherry Cline of 
Pregnancy Ministries conducted a 
seminar for parents, "Communicat-
ing the Importance of Sexual Absti-
nence for Youth," for the Hollowell 
congregation, Waynesboro. 
Five persons were baptized Nov. 
8 into the fellowship of the Iron 
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. 
A hanging of the greens and carol-
ing service was Nov. 29. • On Nov. 
8-15 John Keefer led revival ser-
vices for the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation. The church purchased 
165 Jesus videos to give to friends 
and neighbors. •:• The four-man 
music group, The Envoys, minis-
tered to the Mt. Rock congregation. 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless 
otherwise noted. For more information, contact the 
denominational office, P.O. Box290, Grantham, Pa. 
17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Mar. 5-6 Pacific Conference Annual Meeting 
Mar. 14-18 Theology of the Church Core Course - Kansas 
(tentative date) 
Mar. 19-20 Central Conference Annual Meeting 
Mar. 19-20 Midwest Conference Annual Meeting 
Mar. 26-27 Atlantic Conference Annual Meeting 
Apr. 10 Allegheny Conference Annual Meeting 
Apr. 16-17 Canadian Conference Annual Meeting 
Apr. 16-17 Susquehanna Conference Annual Meeting 
Apr. 19-20 Brethren in Christ Church History Core 
Course - Wainfleet, Ont. 
Apr. 25-27 MCC Washington Office Spring Seminar 
Apr. 30-May 1 Southeast Conference Annual Meeting 
May 11-13 Leadership Council 
May 17-21 Theology of the Church Core Course 
May 20-21 Messiah College Board of Trustees meeting 
May 21 -22 Southern California Festival & Sale for World 
Hunger and Relief - Upland, Calif. 
June 7-9 Retreat for Retired Ministries Persons -
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
July 9-10 Leadership Council 
July 12-16 Denominational Pastors/Spouses Retreat 
July 16-24 Memorial Holiness Camp Meeting 
July 30-Aug. 8 Roxbury Camp Meeting 
Aug. 20-25 Niagara Camp Meeting 
Oct. 15-16 Conference on the Brethren in Christ and 
Worship - Center for Brethren in Christ Studies 
Shippensburg, Pa., on Rally Day, 
Nov. 1. •> The South Mountain 
church, Shippensburg, hosted a 
Thanksgiving service Nov. 25 with 
the Mowersville (Newburg, Pa.) 
and Blue Mountain (Roxbury, Pa.) 
churches. •> The Mt. Tabor church, 
Mercersburg, Pa., had a footwashing 
service Nov. 15. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope church, 
Philadephia, Pa., has begun a new 
Monday evening worship service. •:• 
The Nov. 8 missions night of the 
Cross Roads church, Mount Joy, 
Pa., included testimonies by Wilmer 
and Velma Heisey, Parke Lefever, 
Lloyd Myers, and John Wolgemuth. 
• The Sweetwater Reunion gospel 
bluegrass band was the guest of the 
Nov. 14 Saturday Circle of the Eliz-
abethtown. Pa., church. A new fel-
lowship group has begun for ages 
35-55. •:• On Nov. 29 the Fairland 
church, Cleona, Pa., welcomed 
seven new members. • Nov. 8 was 
revival Sunday at the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., with Jeff 
Baxter speaking on "Extreme or 
Normal Di sc ip le sh ip . " •:• The 
Hempfield church. Lancaster, Pa., 
reports November average atten-
dance of 159. 
The Lancaster, Pa., church had 
a family life conference Nov. 7-8 
with speaker Mary Jane Davis. • 
Help Wanted 
Roxbury Hol iness C a m p is 
seeking a staff couple to assist 
in the camp ministry in areas 
of hospitality, facility care and 
ma in t enance . H o u s i n g and 
benef i t s p rov ided . C o n t a c t 
the c a m p toll f ree at (888) 
5 3 2 - 7 2 5 6 o r p h o n e (717 ) 
532-2208 for information. 
Pastor of Music and 
Worship 
T h e A n t r i m B r e t h r e n in 
C h r i s t C h u r c h , a g r o w i n g 
congregat ion of 500-600 in 
south-central Pennsylvania, is 
seeking a full t ime person to 
lead and develop o u r w o r -
ship, music, and drama min-
istries. If in teres ted , please 
contact Senior Pastor Steve 
Munger at (717) 375-4658 or 
w r i t e A n t r i m B r e t h r e n in 
Christ Church, 24 Kauffman 
Road East, C h a m b e r s b u r g , 
PA 17201. 
The Manheim. Pa., congregation 
hoped to break ground Nov. 15 for a 
gym. The men of the church had an 
afternoon of paintball Nov. 22 and 
gave free oil changes to the cars of 
any single mom or senior citizen on 
Dec. 5. •:• The leadership of the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., 
attended a recent conference at the 
Willow Creek church. • George and 
Rachel Kibler, and Phylis Engle 
spoke in Nov. 15 missions services 
of the Mastersonville congregation. 
Manheim. Rick Stence was installed 
as pastor Dec. 20. •:• On Dec. 2 Lou 
Astuto shared with the Palmyra, 
Pa., church about his trip to the State 
of Orissa, India, to show the Jesus 
film. 
Bob Leadley was guest resource 
person for a Nov. 13-15 stewardship 
weekend at the Pequea church. Lan-
caster, Pa. •:• George and Rachel 
Kibler, and John A. Brubaker spoke 
at the missions emphasis meetings 
Nov. 1, 4, and 8 at the Refton, Pa., 
church. The youth had a mission 
impossible retreat Nov. 13-15. • On 
Dec. 6 the Silverdale, Pa., church 
had a noon spaghetti supper, and 
evening healing service with harp 
and piano music by Joanna Mell. • 
The youth of the Skyline View 
church, Harrisburg, Pa., had a Nov. 
20-21 lock-in and concert by Ska 
Mania. The Brothers in Grace quar-
tet sang at the Dec. 6 Christmas din-
ner. 
Canadian Conference 
Twelve persons were baptized 
Nov. 22 into the fellowship of the 
Bertie congregation, Stevensville, 
Skyline View Ministry 
Opportunity 
The Skyline View church is 
looking for a person to serve 
as M i n i s t e r of M u s i c a n d 
Worship in a par t - t ime posi-
tion of 20-25 hours per week. 
C a n d i d a t e s s h o u l d h a v e a 
music degree or experience in 
leading a church music pro-
gram, should be capable of 
working in a t eam environ-
ment with strong lay leader-
ship, and will need to join in 
the congregation's vision for 
reaching their communi ty for 
Jesus Christ. Interested per-
s o n s s h o u l d s e n d o r fax a 
resume and brief statement of 
faith to Skyline View Breth-
ren in Christ Church , 7733 
Hillcrest Avenue, Harrisburg 
PA 17112, Fax: (717) 671-
1929. 
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Ont. On Nov. 8 the music of Cy 
Sherk on organ and Bernie LaPlante 
on trumpet enhanced the worship 
service. On Nov. 1 the Bridle-
wood congregat ion , Agincour t , 
Ont., welcomed seven new mem-
bers. •:• The Clearview church, 
Kindersley, Sask., had a craft/bake 
sale Nov. 12. A recent women 's 
banquet featured soloist Lonnie 
Sanders. •:• The music, drama, and 
puppetry of Heartbeat Ministries 
were highlights of the Nov. 8 wor-
ship of the Delisle, Sask., church. 
On Nov. 8, Peace Sunday, at the 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
Lamar Fretz and Eileen Sherk-Fretz 
shared their experiences. 
An awareness-raising video was 
shown by the Massey Place church, 
Saska toon , Sask . , on Nov . 15, 
International Day of Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church. •:• The seniors 
group of the Oak Ridges, Ont., 
church went to "Bethlehem Live" 
on Nov. 26 in Stouffville, presented 
by Christian Blind Mission. •:• On 
Peace Sunday, Nov. 15, the message 
to the Orchard Creek congrega-
tion, St. Ca tha r ines , Ont . , was 
"What Would Jesus Say to Princess 
Diana?" •:• The adults of the Port 
Colborne, Ont., church had their 
annual turkey holiday dinner Nov. 
28 with music and comedy enter-
tainment. • Gospel Echoes Teams 
brought a program Nov. 8 to the 
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, 
Ont. The church welcomed a new 
member on Nov. 15. 
The Pioneer Clubs of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., church hosted a pancake 
supper Nov. 11, raising money for 
missions. • The Springvale, Ont., 
congrega t ion ended a 50-Day 
Adventure on Nov. 15. •:• Brian and 
Angela Richardson led family and 
marriage renewal meetings Nov. 14-
15 for the Stayner, Ont., congrega-
tion. •:• The youth of the Wainfleet. 
Ont., church hosted a spaghetti sup-
per and silent auction Nov. 10, and 
raised $3,800 for YouthQuest '99 
expenses. •:• The Welland, Ont., 
church was the host site for the fall 
rally of the area Brethren in Christ 
seniors with singing by the Niagara 
Regional Police Male Chorus. • On 
Nov. 8 students and staff of Niagara 
Christian Collegiate shared music 
and test imonies with the West-
heights church. Kitchener, Ont. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, has established a fund for pur-
chase of an elevator. A handbell 
choir was the highlight of the Dec. 
12 Christmas dinner. • The children 
of the Beulah Chapel congregation, 
Springfield, Ohio, gave a missions 
presen ta t ion in N o v e m b e r that 
included descriptions of Rhoda Lee, 
Jesse Engle, and Frances Davidson. 
•:• The choir of the Carland-Zion 
church, Owosso, Mich., gave "Won-
derful Name" on Dec. 19, 20. •:• The 
Christian Union church, Garrett, 
Ind., hosted the community Thanks-
giving service with John McFarland, 
speaker. Bishop Byers spoke in the 
Dec. 13 service. • John and Esther 
Spurrier were missions speakers 
Nov. 1 at the Highland church. 
West Milton, Ohio. A candlelight 
piano concert by Bill Miller was 
Dec. 11. The Lakeview congre-
gation, Goodrich, Mich. , had a 
Beanie Baby silent auction Nov. 8 
with proceeds going for quiz lights 
and travel expense. 
On Dec.6 tenor Gary Iverson 
and the Pastors Polka Band enter-
tained at the 25th anniversary hang-
ing of the greens service of the 
Morrison, 111., church. •:• On the 
weekend of Oct. 30-Nov. 1, the 
youth group of the Northgate fel-
lowship, Tipp City, Ohio, helped the 
Noblesville, Ind., church planting 
by distributing candy and flyers dur-
ing trick-or-treating. The youth also 
helped rake leaves at Memorial 
Holiness Camp Nov. 14. •> The 
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving service at the 
Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio, featured praise, singing, med-
itation, and a World Hunger Fund 
offering. • The youth of the Valley 
Chapel church, East Canton, Ohio, 
prepared a Thanksgiving meal for 
the congregation on Nov. 22. 
Midwest Conference 
Two people were baptized Nov. 
1 into the fellowship of the Bethany 
church, Thomas, Okla. A Christmas 
drama and dessert "extravaganza" 
was Nov. 28. • The group Awake! 
Awake! presented the fifth Sunday 
area joint service in November at 
the Zion church, Abilene, Kan. 
Pacific Conference 
The Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore., had their 48th anniver-
sary ce lebra t ion Nov. 15 with 
Wycl i f fe missionaries Paul and 
Mary Mullen and a potluck dinner. 
• The Riverside, Calif., church 
hosted a regional Advent Sing Nov. 
29. • The Upland, Calif., church 
hosted an 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
contemporary service. • The Wal-
nut, Calif., church collected gifts 
Dec. 13 for the Wyleen's Children's 
Home for battered and neglected 
children. 
Southeast Conference 
The youth of the Highland Park 
congregation, Dublin, Va., attended 
a Christmas pageant in Roanoke on 
E.V. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
100 Years Ago 
Jan. 1, 1899—Editor H.N. Engle, 
in "Review and Preview": "Another 
year with its joys and sorrows, its 
afflictions and trials, its uplifts and 
depressions, its criticisms and commendations, its 
unveilings and unfoldings of self and of God are now 
past. We cease to write '98 and begin to write '99.... We 
are glad, however, in the midst of the various conditions 
which bear upon us, that to us this is a work of faith and 
a labor of love...." 
75 Years Ago 
Feb. 4,1924—W.R. Smith, of Pryor, Okla., in an arti-
cle entitled "Again the Shadow Moveth O'er the Dial 
Plate of Time": "What the New Year has in store for each 
of us is unknown. For myself, I want to take the name of 
Jesus with me and all that it stands for and represents 
every day along every path, and urge all others that I can 
influence to do the same, for Jesus is the Pole Star of all 
human destiny and the only way home, by His Cross." 
50 Years Ago 
Jan. 10, 1949—C.R. Heisey, in an article entitled 
"Tomorrow": "For assurance and security in 1949 the 
conditions of preparation are two. First, 'Sanctify your-
selves.' Let us look well to our personal relationship with 
God.... The second requisite.. .is to keep the ark of the 
covenant in sight at all times.... We do not have an 
oblong box of acacia wood to follow, but we do have 
God's written Word containing His covenant promises, 
requirements, and promises." 
25 Years Ago 
Jan. 25, 1974—C.O. Wittlinger, in "The Muted 
Prophetic Voice": "We have not spoken prophetically 
about the materialism and affluence of our day because 
we have accepted secular, non-Christian concepts of the 
good life.... Even when our movement stressed austeri-
ty of dress, conveyance, and home, the few sacrificed 
and the many lived well. One of the first widely used 
nineteenth-century evangelists records how exact train 
fares sometimes determined the extent of his remuner-
ation and how frugal (?) districts sought to schedule his 
meetings to take advantage of reduced holiday rates!" 
10 Years Ago 
Feb. 1989—Four separate articles explored aspects of 
abuse in the Christian family. Dave Worth, in the article 
entitled "Family violence": "If we can't tackle this ques-
tion head-on in the church, then we really don't have 
much credibility in our marriage enrichment, marriage 
encounter, and our Christian parenting classes." 
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There is a story about a man of faith who was boating on the Niagara River. Upon running 
out of gas, he began to pray for God to save him from certain destruction. The Niagara Falls 
was just minutes away. 
A person along the shore line, aware of the imminent danger of the boater, offered his ser-
vices. The man replied, "God will save me." Another boater approached the man and offered to 
help. Again, the man replied, "God will save me." Finally, a helicopter flying nearby noticed the 
man and those on board offered to help. Once again the assistance was refused. 
Alas, the man went over the falls and drowned. When he arrived in heaven, he asked God, 
"Why didn't you save me?" God replied, "What do you mean? I sent a person from the shore 
line, a boat, and a helicopter!" 
In many areas of church life, it is difficult to know where divine providence ends and where 
human responsibility begins. 
For congregations who take seriously biblical texts emphasizing reliance on God to provide 
for their needs, the question hits home as they ponder how to finance building projects. 
Is it a greater act of faith to borrow thousands of dollars, believing the church will grow so 
that the debt can easily be handled, or to wait until the congregation comes up with the neces-
sary funds—a sign that the project has received divine favor because the members have been 
inspired to pay for the project up front? 
There are no easy answers. There are different perspectives on the question: "Is debt a sin?" 
Churches whose highest ambition is to win the lost for Jesus Christ are not afraid to consider 
the risk of debt rather than sacrifice bold evangelistic outreach programs. 
On the other hand, there are congregations that see Scripture as not prohibiting borrowing, 
although discouraging it and pointing out the bondage associated with debt. 
Unfortunately, many churches carry such a high debt service that they struggle to meet 
monthly obligations. Churches that carry the burden of debt are not as free to minister to the 
hurting world. 
For many churches, the bank becomes their first choice for financial assistance rather than 
being open to God's providence for meeting their needs. Is it a lack of funds that drives a 
church to borrow, or is it a lack of commitment on the part of God's people to give, trust, and 
wait on him? 
The primary issue is one of focus. It is not whether or not debt is sin. It is not whether or not 
a congregation has too much debt. The issue is not necessarily a lack of commitment on the 
part of God's people. 
Architect Ray Bowman, in When Not to Build, articulates three false expectations: "Building 
will stimulate growth. Building will improve members' giving to ministry. Building will moti-
vate people to minister." A building program can never do these things, according to Bowman. 
Conventional wisdom says that church buildings create growth. However, that is not the 
case in too many situations. In many cases, a building program has an unintended way of 
changing the focus of the church. Even in growing churches, debt has a way of redirecting the 
focus from ministry. 
By the time a growing church completes its building, the creative ministry that produced its 
most rapid growth can be history. When a building program is completed, congregations may 
think they have arrived. People may think the church is growing even 
if it is not. Why? Because the new building itself, the enlargement of 
the facilities, will create an illusion of growth. 
Planning, constructing, or paying for a building can become substi-
tutes for the church's real work Any phase of a church's building pro-
gram can become a substitute for ministry. 
However, building does not have to hurt the church. The leader-
ship of the church does need to take definite steps to guard against an 
inappropriate focus. The goal of every church considering a building 
program should to be to plan and pay for the building in such a way 

















Total to Date 3.318.333 3.423.075 451.129 431.781 
Total Budget 3.768.911 3.877.632 452.000* 419.300* 
Received to Date 88.05% 88.3% 99.8% 103% 
*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
I commend to you When Not to Build by Ray Bowman with Eddy Hall, 
published by Baker. The book, in limited quantity, is available by contacting 
Stewardship Services, Brethren in Christ Church, (717) 697-2634. 
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Dec. 12. • The Knifley, Ky., con-
gregation hosted a women ' s retreat 
Nov. 14 with speaker Phyllis Burris. 
• Char l ie Johnson min i s te red in 
word and song in the Nov. 1 service 
of t h e M i l l e r f i e l d c h u r c h , 
Columbia, Ky. 
Susquehanna Conference 
Jesse Bawel was guest speaker 
Nov. 15 at the Big Valley church, 
Belleville, Pa. •> The young adults of 
the Carlisle, Pa., church sponsored 
the Angel Tree Project to give gifts 
to children with parent(s) in prison. 
J ay M c D e r m o n d p r e a c h e d in 
D e c e m b e r . The C e d a r G r o v e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , M i f f l i n t o w n , Pa . , 
hosted a Nov. 14 seminar by Joe and 
Jenny Westover on divorce recov-
ery. •> "Recipe for Togetherness" 
was the theme of the Dillsburg, P a -
congregat ion 's family life confer-
ence Nov. 13-15. Sessions included 
lessons in group process and "Taffy 
Creations and Tough Situations." • 
Powerhouse , a p ra i se t eam f r o m 
Messiah College, led in worship at 
two services of the Fairview con-
gregation, New Cumberland, Pa., on 
N o v . 15. T e e n C h a l l e n g e f r o m 
Rehrersburg gave a program Nov. 
22. •:• The Grantham, Pa., congre-
gation had their first baptismal ser-
vice at the new church on Nov. 15. 
The women ' s Time Out group 
of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church 
enjoyed a crafts day Nov. 24, and a 
brunch Dec. 8. • The Nov. 4-8 mis-
sions confe rence of the Mess iah 
Village congregation, Mechanics-
burg, inc luded messages by Rod 
White on "A Church for the Next 
Generation" and David Hall on "A 
Heart for the World." The offering 
came to $10 ,000 . • B i s h o p Ray 
Hock led the devotional time at the 
Dec. 13 Christmas party of the Red-
land Valley church, York Haven, 
Pa. • On Dec. 8 the women ' s auxil-
iary party of the Wesley church, Mt. 
Holly Springs, Pa., was a catered 





Commerer: Grant Jacob, Oct. 
8; Rober t and Max ine (Kanagy) 
Commerer, Chambersburg congre-
gation, Pa. 
Cramer: Hunter Scott, Nov. 10, 
S tephanie Cramer , Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Deck: Tyler Nicholas, Sept. 28; 
Norman and Denise (Lowe) Deck, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Diehl: Austin Levi, Nov. 4; Jef-
f r e y and Kay ( S h e r t z e r ) D ieh l , 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Flook: Hannah Elizabeth, Nov. 
5; R i c h a r d a n d A n d r e a F l o o k , 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Hawbaker: Sadie Denise, Nov. 
16; Michael and Michele (Runyon) 
Hawbaker , Air Hill congregation, 
Pa. 
Huber: Clara Grace, Nov. 2; 
W a y n e a n d B r e n d a ( S e n s e n i g ) 
Huber, Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Salemno: Nathan, Apr. 17; L.J. 
and Lisa (Applegate) Salemno, Sil-
verdale congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
B a c h e r - B e l l : A n g e l a J ean 
Josephine, daughter of Michael and 
Sandra Bell. North Bay, Ont., and 
Bradley Donald, son of Wrae and 
Daneen Bacher, Hagersville, Ont., 
Nov. 7, at Camp Kahquah with Rev. 
Allan Thompson officiating. 
B e i n h o w e r - M i l l e r : C h e r y l 
Marie Miller, daughter of Jollyna 
Barnes and Nevin Miller, and Jef-
frey Lynn, son of Daniel and Sandra 
Beinhower, New Cumberland, Pa., 
Sept. 19, at Fairview Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Simon A. 
Lehman Jr. officiating. 
Fusco-Krout: April Krout and 
Jan Fusco , June 7, at S i lverdale 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Fred Geib officiating. 
Gane-Geib: Karen Sue, daugh-
ter of Frederick and Almeda Geib, 
and Mark Joseph, son of Fred and 
Janet Gane, Oct. 30, at Silverdale 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Frederick L. Geib officiating. 
Harrison-Smith: Sheri Kath-
leen Irene, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ken S m i t h , S i m c o e , O n t . , a n d 
Cavan David, son of Cam and Karen 
Harrison, Springvale, Ont., Aug. 15, 
at Calvary Church with Rev. Rich 
Weller officiating. 
K i s s e l - A p p l e g a t e : K a t h y 
Applegate and James Kissel. June 
27, at the Kissel home with Rev. 
Frederick L. Geib officiating. 
Mower-Enrique: Fay Enrique 
and A lbe r t M o w e r , June 27 , at 
Green Lane Union Sunday School 
with Rev. Frederick L. Geib offi-
caiting. 
Risser-Myers: Alisha Renee, 
daugh t e r of G o r d o n and Cher ie 
Myers, Lebanon, Pa., and John Paul, 
son of Harold Risser and Jill Risser, 
Nov. 21, at Fair land Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ronald 
Slabaugh officiating. 
S a l e m n o - A p p l e g a t e : L i sa 
Applegate, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Kissel. Perkasie, Pa., and L.J., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Salemno, 
Perkas ie , Sept . 13, at S i lverdale 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Frederick L. Geib officiating. 
Souder-Lesher: Debra Carol 
Lesher, daughter of Donald Lesher 
a n d C a r o l S t r u n k , and P a t r i c k 
Richard, son of Pat and the late Paul 
Souder, Mechanicsburg, Pa., July 
25, at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church with Rev. Glenn Dalton and 
Rev. Bev Lange officiating. 
T a l l o n - B u r d : C a r e n L y n n , 
daughter of Keith Burd and Victoria 
Burd, Ridgeway, Ont., and Gregory 
E d w a r d B e r n a r d , son of D o n n a 
Mary Tallon, Ridgeway, Oct. 9, at 
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Leonard J. Chester offici-
ating. 
W e n g e r - B r u b a k e r : Rache l , 
daughter of Menno Brubaker, Eliza-
bethtown. Pa., and C. Donald, son of 
Caleb and Esther Wenge r , Man-
he im, Pa. , Oct . 17, at M a n h e i m 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Roy Peterman officiating. 
Wolgemuth-Kre ider : Kelley 
Lee Kreider, daughter of Duane R. 
and Kathy A. Martin, Manheim, Pa., 
and Abram Loy, son of Mary and 
Robert Wolgemuth, Manheim, Nov. 
14, at Mastersonvil le Brethren in 
Chr i s t C h u r c h wi th Rev . J a m e s 
Haldeman officiating. 
Administrator Needed 
New Danville Mennonite School, 
an accredited K-8 school located in 
Lancaster, Pa., has an opening for 
an administrator. Applications are 
welcomed from qualified individu-
als who have a commitment to the 
Anabaptist values and Christian 
education. To apply, contact Gary 
Yoder, 1028 Frances Ave., Lancas-
ter, PA 17601; (717) 394-5239 
(evenings), (717) 581-6100 ext. 128 
(daytime); e-mail BY1028@aol.com. 
Mennoni te Centra l Commi t tee 
invites applications for the position of: 
Director of International Programs 
Starting date: August 1999 • Location: Akron, Pennsylvania 
Applications will be accepted through April 2,1999 
Direct inquiries and applications to: Dwight McFadden, Director of Human 
Resources, MCC, 21 South 12th St., P0 Box 500, Akron PA 17501-0500 
Qualifications: An understanding of MCC as a service agency founded 
by North American Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches. 
Experience in international programs with strong cross-cultural skills. 
Administrative and overseas experience, with strong conceptual and 
analytical skills for program design, planning and evaluation. 
College/University Degree required, master's degree preferred. 
V Mennonite 
r Central 
® J Committee 
Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 600, Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 (717)859-3889 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204)261-6381 
F O R W O R L D H U N G E R & R E L I E F 
Second Annual 
Festival • Sale • Auction 
Pacific Christian Center 
800 W. Arrow Hwy, Upland, Calif. 
May 21-22, 1999 
For more information, contact Stan Long 
Phone (909) 982-9646 
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Obituaries 
Beachy: Nancy Ewer Beachy, 
born Jan. 23, 1941, died Nov. 1. 
Surviving are her spouse, Philip S. 
Beachy; two sons, David J. Keller 
and Mario A. Billow; and a brother, 
Robert J. Ewer. Nancy was a gradu-
ate of Shelton College, a former 
board member of Tri-Count Mental 
Health Assoc., and sang with the 
Good News Singers. She attended 
the Harrisburg, Pa., congregation. 
The funeral was held at Church of 
the Living Christ with Rev. Lou 
Asuto and Rev. Glenn Dalton Jr. 
officiating. Interment was in Rest-
land Cemetery. 
Dohner: Ernest U. Dohner, born 
Apr. 20, 1918, in Ohio, son of 
Moses L. and Emma Dohner, died 
Aug. 25, 1998. Preceding him in 
death was his wife, Ruth (Eckman) 
Dohner; a daughter, Carol Grum-
bine; a sister; and 
two b ro the r s . 
Surviving are his 
w i f e , Eve lyn 
(Noel Del l ) ; 2 
daughters, Mari-
lyn Howe and 
Darlene Wingert; 
6 grandchildren; 
3 great-grandchildren; and 2 broth-
ers. An ordained minister in the 
Brethren in Christ Church, he pas-
tored churches in Ohio, Iowa, Ten-
nessee, and Pennsylvania. During 
his ministry, he also served as a 
landscaper, including serving at 
Messiah College as superintendent 
of grounds for 15 years. He was a 
member of the Wesley Brethren in 
Christ Church, Mt. Holly Springs, 
Pa. Funeral services were held at the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Richard Ross officiating. 
Interment was in Grantham Memo-
rial Park. 
Tribute 
Reverend Dohner was affection-
ately known to all as "Ernie." He 
was a churchman nearly all of his 
adult life. He was first assistant to 
his father, the late Moses Dohner, 
as pastor of the Chestnut Grove 
Church in Ashland, Ohio. He was 
later chosen as pastor and his father 
assisted him. In 1956, Ernie uproot-
ed his family and transferred to pas-
tor the Dallas Center church in Iowa. 
In 1965, they transferred again to 
Pomeroy Chapel in Smithvil le, 
Tenn., as pastoral couple. Approxi-
mate ly 1968, Ernie and Ruth 
became part-time pastoral couple at 
Wesley Church in Mount Holly 
Springs, Pa. There he served nearly 
twenty years, until retirement in 
1988. 
During his ministry at Wesley 
Church. Ernie supported his family 
by working at Messiah College as 
superintendent of outdoor mainte-
nance of grounds and gardens. The 
beauty of Messiah's outdoor cam-
pus during those years was due in 
large part to Ernie's unique skills 
and hard work. He inspired his 
coworkers with his high level of 
work-energy and a sincere desire to 
do all things to the praise and honor 
of Christ. 
In 1985, Ernie ' s wife, Ruth, 
passed away. This was a hard blow 
to family and friends. We walked 
with them through the "...valley of 
the shadow of death.. ." But then 
came the morning, when in May 
1986, the Lord brought Evelyn Dell 
into his life. The two became one 
and continued to walk and work 
together to serve the Lord and the 
church. 
During his early years in min-
istry, in addition to pastoring, Ernie 
served the denomination as a mem-
ber of the Commission on Sunday 
School . Fol lowing his pastoral 
retirement, along with his wife Eve-
lyn, Ernie continued an active life 
of service in the Wesley Church. As 
deacon couple, they assisted in vis-
itation and outreach, bringing com-
fort and encouragement to the sick, 
the shut-ins, and the elderly, and fre-
quently contacted those who grew 
lax in attendance. He did not know 
the meaning of idleness. 
All who knew Ernie could char-
acterize him as a humble servant 
who was full of zest for life. Psalm 
116:15; "Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints." We 
honor his memory and cherish his 
legacy. 
H. Frank Kipe 
Former bishop, 
Susquehanna Conference 
Foote: Helen B. Foote. born July 
30. 1903, in La Otto, Ind., died Nov. 
24. Her husband, Elmer Foote, pre-
ceded her in death. Surviving are 
two daughters, Isabelle Byer and 
Alice Marie Preston; two grandchil-
dren; and three great-grandchildren. 
She was a faithful member of the 
Christian Union congregation. Ind., 
where she assisted many activities 
through prayer. The service was at 
the church with Rev. Jerel Book 
officiating. Interment was in Chris-
tian Union Cemetery. 
Hostetter: Henry N. Hostetter, 
bora Oct. 8, 1902, son of Christian 
Newcomer Sr. and Ella Neff Hostet-
ter, died Nov. 
14. His wi fe , 
Beula V. (Hess) 
preceded him in 
death. Surviving 
are a daughter, 
Al ice Grace 
Zerche r ; four 
grandsons; and 
three great-grandchildren. He was 
ordained in 1929 as a minister to the 
Brethren in Christ Church and 
served in numerous capacities. He 
lived on the family farm in Manor 
Township, Pa., until 1983. He was a 
member of the Manor church. Ser-
vices were held at the church and at 
the Messiah Village Chapel with 
Rev. Janet M. Pei f fer , Rev. C. 
Ronald Burgard (Messiah Village), 
and Rev. John Hawbaker (Manor) 
officiating. Interment was in the 
Manor church cemetery. 
Tribute 
In each generat ion men and 
women have a profound effect on 
the people with whom they live and 
interact. Henry N. Hostetter was 
such a man. His life and ministry 
have been a source of rich inspira-
tion and encouragement to his fam-
ily, his church, and the many people 
he touched in his world. We give 
thanks to God for all Henry Hostet-
ter's life has been in our experience. 
Henry grew up in the Manor-
Pequea District. He once comment-
ed that during his childhood the far-
thest away from home he went was 
15 miles. However, it was in this 
small area that he came to know the 
Lord, and later would enter Chris-
tian ministry. In 1913, at age 11, 
young Henry made a public confes-
sion of faith in Jesus Christ as his 
Savior. His Christian experience 
was different f rom that of some 
other of his peers. He writes, "To 
me, it was never a burden to be a 
Christian, and I eagerly laid my 
hands on every Christian service 
opportunity that came my way." 
Henry felt called to be a mis-
sionary. However, a call to this task 
did not come f rom the church. 
Rather, the call of the church came 
for him to enter the pastoral min-
istry of the Manor-Pequea District. 
His preaching and responsibility 
with this district eventually spanned 
many years. He was later called to 
be the bishop from 1942-1957. At 
three different times between 1949 
and 1974 he was pas tor of the 
Manor church. He also served as 
interim pastor at the Lancaster 
church from 1978-1979. He was 
active in youth work and Sunday 
school ministries, serving on the 
Board for Young People's Work 
from 1931-1949. 
In 1950 a new door of service 
opened as Henry became executive 
secretary of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions. For 20 years in this 
ministry, Henry's travels took him 
around the world several times. His 
missions involvement led to service 
on the Council of Mennonite Mis-
sion Board Secretar ies and the 
Board of Directors of the Evangeli-
cal Foreign Mission Asssociation. 
After retirement, Henry was 
called to be representative of the 
Brethren in Christ Board for Stew-
ardship. Even af ter the days of 
active service in the various areas 
of leadership to which he was called. 
THIRD ANNUAL 
Brethren in Christ 
Retreat for Retired 
Ministries Persons 
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
June 7-9,1999 
Theme: Assistance for a Self-Audit 
Resource Persons: 
Pauline Allison and Vernon Martin, Jr. 
Registration Required-Reserve the dates 
and look for mailings. 
For more information, contact John W. Schock 
320 Cherry St., Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Phone (717) 367-7828 




Nov. 1,1998, was the culmi-
nation of a year-long centenni-
al celebration by the Souderton 
Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion. 
The congregation started 
when members of the Silverdale 
congrega t ion who lived in 
Souderton found the distance 
too great to travel on a regular 
basis. They decided to start 
meeting on their own in the 
spring of 1898, first in homes, 
then for a while in a black-
smith's shop. A lot on Railroad 
Avenue was donated by Jonas 
Frederick and a woman mem-
ber of the congregation contact-
ed local businessmen for funds 
to help build the church. Con-
struction started that fall and the 
church was dedicated in the 
spring of 1899. Various im-
provements were made through 
the years until the late 1950s, 
when the decision was made to 
build at the present Cherry 
Road location. 
During 1998 tidbits of inter- est appeared in the bulletin. A 
series of "Deacon Visit" skits 
highlighted some of the issues 
the early church faced: the dress 
question, music, Sunday activi-
ties, etc. 
On the evening of Oc. 31, we 
had a hymn sing and a time of 
sharing. On Nov. 1, four former 
Former pastors Isaiah Harley, John 
Byers, Andrew Stoner, and Samuel 
Hollingsworth stand with Kevin 
Ryan (right), the current pastor of 
the Souderton congregation. 
pastors shared in the morning 
service: Isaiah Harley, John 
Byers, Andy Stoner, and Sam 
Hollingsworth. Letters were 
read from Jay Sisco, Elwood 
Flewelling and Aaron Stern. 
Bishop Sider gave a challenge 
for the days ahead. The service 
was followed by a fellowship 
meal. 
In the afternoon we took a 
short bus tour to visit the for-
mer church on Railroad Avenue 
(pictured here) and also some 
baptismal sites. 
Henry continued to servce the Lord 
at Messiah Village. Here you could 
find him leading Bible studies, 
teaching Sunday school, and singing 
in the choir and men's chorus. 
We give thanks to God for the 
l i fe and min i s t ry of Henry N. 
Hostetter. He has greatly served the 
church and given all who knew him 
a wonderful example of a life devot-
ed to Jesus Chr i s t . He walked 
humbly and powerfully among us 
as he made himself available to the 
call of the church. We are wonder-
fully enriched and the cause of 
Christ has been forwarded because 
of his life. 
We pay tribute to him and give 
honor and glory to God. We are 
challenged to hear the words that 
were a guiding light for Henry: 
"Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). His 
life demonstrated one who sought 
to do this in all he did. May we be 
challenged to do the same. 
Kenneth O. Hoke, 
General Secretary 
Martin: Lloyd H. Martin, born 
Apr. 26, 1924, son of Abram and 
Susie Horst Martin, died Nov. 10. 
Preceding him in death were two 
daughters: five brothers; and a sister. 
Surviving are his wife, Lois (Wenger); 
a son, James A.; two daughters, 
Anita R. Riblet and Karen M. Her-
nandez; 10 grandchildren; 2 great-
grandchildren; a sister, Edna Kuhns; 
and a brother, John H. Lloyd was 
founder and president of Martin's 
Famous Pastry Shoppe Inc., maker 
of breads and rolls. He served for 
many years at South Mountain 
Chapel, and sang for 30 years with 
the Gospel Tones for the Gospel 
Tide Hour radio program and in 
many churches. He also served 
onthe Development Advisory Board 
of Menno Haven, Inc. He was a 
member of the Chambersburg, Pa-
congregation where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Kevin Witter, Rev. 
David Erisman, and Rev. Maurice 
Bender officiating. Interment was in 
Air Hill Cemetery. 
Pine: Evelyn M. Pine, bom Dec. 
13, 1912, daughter of Charles and 
Elsie Custer Unger, died Nov. 16. 
Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, George F. Pine; a daughter, 
Janet Overcash; a son; 2 grandchil-
dren; a sister; and five brothers. Sur-
viving are 3 daughters, Joan Gar-
land, Kathleen McCulloch, and Faye 
Moore; 7 sons, Charles, Paul, Larry, 
G. Randy, Richard, Merle, and Gre-
gory; 35 grandchildren; 26 great-
grandchildren; and 3 sisters, Hazel 
Unger, Mabel Suffecool, and Ruth 
Weaver. Evelyn and her husband 
were members of the Mt. Tabor con-
gregation, Pa., and donated the 
ground for the fellowship hall. The 
funeral was at the church with Rev. 
Roy E. Brake officiating. Interment 
was in Pine Grove Cemetery. 
Rohrer: Christine J. Rohrer, 
born Jan. 23, 1975, daughter of 
Henry L. and Barbara J. Biesecker 
Beckner, died Nov. 3. Surviving are 
her husband of one year, Travis E. 
Rohrer; four brothers, Gerald H.. 
James B., David R., and Bradley C.; 
a sister, Twila J. Graber; maternal 
grandparents, C. Roy and Emma 
Biesecker; and paternal grandmoth-
er, Rosa Jamison Beckner. Christine 
was a 1993 graduate of Chambers-
burg Area Senior High School and 
Franklin Co. Area Vocational Tech-
nical School. She had worked for 
Ausherman Brothers of Chambers-
burg, played on the women's vol-
leyball team, and was active in the 
Tentmakers Sunday school class of 
the Chambersburg church. The 
funeral was at the church with Rev. 
David Erisman and Rev. Kevin Wit-
ter officiating. Interment was in 
Hades Church of the Brethren cem-
etery. 
Smith: Docia Mae Smith, 97, 
daughter of Lewis Shelby and 
Martha Jane Allison Calhoun, died 
Oct. 29. She was preceded in death 
by her spouse, Clarence Smith; four 
sisters; and an infant brother. Nieces 
and nephews survive. Docia was a 
missionary to Canada for the Breth-
ren in Christ Church and was the 
oldest member of the Millerfields 
church, Ky. The service was con-
ducted at the church with Rev. J. 
Richard Lehman. Interment was in 
the Beulah Chapel cemetery. 
Stockslager: Walter B. Stock-
slager, born Apr. 11, 1934, in Miami 
Co., Ohio, son of Frank and Mae 
Emerick Stockslager, died Oct. 26. 
A brother, George, preceded him in 
dea th . Surv iv ing are his wi fe , 
Shirley (Norris); two sons, William 
and Bryan; a daugh te r , Susan 
Anderson; two grandchildren; four 
brothers, Noel, Frank, Carlton, and 
Glen; and a sister, Doris Oaks. Wal-
ter was a pharmacist. He came into 
relationship with Christ after begin-
ning to attend the Highland church, 
Ohio, in the 1970s. He attended both 
there and the Pleasant Hill church. 
The funeral was at Hale-Sarver 
Funeral Home with Rev. Louis O. 
Cober and Rev. Tom Kershner offi-
ciating. Interment was in Polk Grove 
Cemetery. ^ 
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I MESSIAH COLLEGE NEWS 
Messiah College hosts 
inaugural Schrag Lectures, 
examining Anabaptism in 
contemporary culture 
Messiah College will host the inaugural 
Schrag Lectures—a new annual lecture 
series on Anabaptism—focusing this year 
on "Anabaptism in Conversation with 
Contemporary Culture," on March 4-5. 
Sponsored by the Center for Brethren in 
Christ Studies, the Schrag Lectures will be 
presented this year by John D. Roth, pro-
fessor of history and director of the Men-
nonite Historical Library at Goshen Col-
lege. All lectures are free and open to the 
public: 
March 4 
"Do Denominations Matter? The Rele-
vance of Anabaptism to Contemporary 
Christianity"—9:45 a.m., Frey Hall 110 
"Between Conviction and Compromise: 
Conflict as a Theme in the Anabaptist -
Mennonite Tradition" —7 p.m., Frey Hall 
110 
March 5 
"The Fabric of our Lives: Anabaptist 
Practices in a Modern World"—7 p.m., 
Frey Hall 110 
For more information, contact Dr. 
Morris Sider at (717) 691-6048. 
About the speaker, John D. Roth 
John Roth has been teaching at Goshen 




the past decade, 
he has p u b -
lished numer-





tions of essays 
on Anabaptist-
and Mennonite-related issues and research. 
His ongoing research focuses on the emer-
gence of a theological tradit ion and a 
"Mennonite identity" in the late 16th and 
early 17th century Anabaptist movement. 
He is currently working on a general histo-
ry of the Anabaptist-Mennonite story, 
organized around the theme of conflict. 
About the Schrag Lectures 
The Schrag Lectures are an annual series 
which focus on historic Anabaptism and 
its forms and contributions in recent times. 
Sponsored by the Center for Brethren in 
Christ Studies at Messiah College, they are 
named for former Messiah College profes-
sors Martin and Dorothy Schrag. Mr. 
Schrag taught at Messiah from 1953-1984, 
where he served as professor of church his-
tory, and for many years as chair of the 
department of religion and philosophy. 
Prior to coming to Messiah, he taught 
briefly at Goshen College and was active 
with the Mennonite Central Committee's 
relief work in Asia. 
Mrs. Schrag taught music at Upland 
College in California from 1940-1950 and 
at Messiah College from 1954-1983. She 
served with the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee in Germany from 1950-1951. 
About the Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies 
Organized in 1994, the Center for Breth-
ren in Christ Studies is sponsored by Mes-
siah College, the Brethren in Christ Church, 
and the Brethren in Christ Historical Soci-
ety. The Center is located in the archives at 
Messiah College and holds the following 
objectives: to cultivate Anabaptist, Pietist, 
and Wesleyan understandings and rela-
tionships; to promote study of the history, 
culture, and current life of the Brethren in 
Christ; to provide both a scholarly and a 
public context for the examination and 
evaluation of Brethren in Christ life and 
thought. 
The Boyer Center names 
Glenn R. Bucher as 
executive director 
After an extensive, four-month nation-
al search, the Boyer Center at Messiah Col-
lege has named Dr. Glenn R. Bucher as 
executive director, Messiah College Presi-
dent Rodney Sawatsky announced recent-
ly-
"We are delighted to have someone so 
eminently qualified to provide leadership 
for the Boyer Center. He brings an out-
standing record of program development, 
creative vision, and major gift solicitation," 
said President Sawatsky. 
Dr. Bucher will assume his new role at 
the Boyer Center, effective July 1999. As 
executive director, he will be responsible 
for providing leadership to all of the Cen-
ter's activities, including program develop-
ment and the solicitation of major gifts. 
Richard Mouw, president of Fuller The-
ological Seminary and a member of the 
Center's National Advisory Board, said, 
"This is a wonderful appointment. Glenn 
Bucher is an outstanding educational lead-
er who embodies the values that define 
Ernest Boyer's legacy." 
Established in 1997 at Messiah College, 
the Boyer Center preserves and advances 
the educational vision of the late Ernest L. 
Boyer, Sr. through the cooperation of the 
Boyer family and the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching. The 
Center houses a comprehensive archive of 
Dr. Boyer's correspondence, papers, publi-
cations, speeches and memorabilia, and 
promotes holistic educational initiatives 
that extend Dr. Boyer's vision. 
"I am enthused about the appointment 
of Dr. Bucher and I know he will give out-
standing leadership to advancing the edu-
cational vision of my late husband, Ernest 
L. Boyer, Sr," said Kathryn G. Boyer. 
"It is a distinct honor to be named exec-
utive director of the Boyer Center at Mes-
siah College," said Dr. Bucher. "I welcome 
the challenge to build with others on the 
legacy of Ernie Boyer by identifying critical 
issues in school and society related to learn-
ing, scholarship, public policy, and citizen-
ship. The Boyer Center and Messiah Col-
lege share a very auspicious future. I am 
pleased to play a role in helping to shape 
that common future." 
About Glenn R. Bucher 
Since 1992, Dr. Bucher has been presi-
dent of the Graduate Theological Union, a 
graduate school affiliated with the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, and a consor-
tium of nine theological schools and 11 
affiliated centers. He has served on the fac-
ulty at Howard University (Washington, 
D.C.); at Columbia Theological Seminary 
(Atlanta, Ga.), where he also served as the 
vice president for academic affairs; and at 
the College of Wooster (Wooster, Ohio), 
where he served as dean of the faculty. 
Dr. Bucher received his Ph.D. in ethics 
and the sociology of religion from Boston 
University (1968), his M.Div. in ethics and 
religion in America from Union Theologi-
cal Seminary, New York (1965), and his 
B.A. in economics and philosophy from 
Elizabethtown College (1962). 
An editor of two books and numerous 
articles in scholarly and educational jour-
nals, Dr. Bucher's scholarship focuses on 




t ion, and 
church-related 
higher educa-
tion, as well as 




abili t ies and 
broad experience promise to provide pre-
cisely the kind of leadership that is needed 
as the Boyer Center defines its mission and 
begins its program of activities," said Dr. 
Paul S. Boyer, Merle Curti Professor of His-
tory, University of Wisconsin, Madison; 
and member of the Boyer Center Advisory 
Board. 
Progress of the Boyer Center 
Under the direction of Dr. Charlotte 
Kroeker, the Center completed an initial 
feasibility study and clarified the focus of its 
mission. Last June, in cooperation with the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching, the Boyer Center held its first 
national conference, The Boyer Legacy— 
Prospects for a New Century, in Hershey, 
Pa. 
Since October of 1997, the Center has 
been cataloging Dr. Boyer's scholarly 
papers. Dr. William Boyer, brother to 
Ernest Boyer, Sr., will assist the Center this 
winter to oversee the project. To facilitate 
access to the Boyer archives, and to help 
the public learn more about its services, the 
Boyer Center recently completed, in coop-
eration with the McGraw-Hill Companies, 
its new website at www.boyercenter. 
About Ernest L. Boyer, Sr. 
At the time of his death in December 
1995, Ernest L. Boyer, Sr. was one of the 
most influential educators in America. As 
chancellor of SUNY (1970-77), U.S. com-
missioner of education (1977-79), and later 
as the president of the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching (1979-
95), he was a national and international 
champion of educational reform. 
Dr. Boyer, who held 136 honorary doc-
torates, served five presidents in various 
consultive roles. 
He authored dozens of articles and 
innovative books including: College: The 
Undergraduate Experience in America; The 
Basic School: A Community for Learning; 
and Scholarship Reconsidered: Priorities of 
the Professoriate. 
His ideas shaped international thinking 
about education through a regular column 
in the London Times and through various 
initiatives with other nations including the 
People's Republic of China. He graduated 
from Messiah College in 1948 and served as 
a member of the Messiah College Board of 
Trustees for many years. 
The Oakes Museum of 
Natural History at Messiah 
College receives 
$1 million endowment 
The Oakes Museum of Natural History 
at Messiah College has received a one mil-
lion dollar endowment—its largest gift to 
date—from William and Lucille Hollinger 
of Harrisburg. The atrium of the new 
museum, which is scheduled for comple-
tion in the Fall of 1999, will be named in 
their honor. 
The Hollingers, the former owners of 
the Blue Mountain Golf Club and Restau-
rant in Harrisburg, first learned of the 
Oakes Museum through the late Leonard 
Hinckley, a Harrisburg businessman who 
had previously donated his collection of 
African mammals to Messiah College. This 
summer, the Hollingers donated their own 
collection of North American mammals to 
the museum. Mr. Hollinger, a well-known 
retired builder in the greater Harrisburg 
J ATTENTION, ADULTS! 
Is God Calling You? 
" Is God ca l l ing me? For wha t? " you 
may ask. Here's someth ing for you 
to consider and pray about . 1 
YOU ARE NEEDED! 
As you listen to a news broadcast or read the newspaper today, | 
take note of the negative reports about what teenagers are doing 
throughout the country. Also look for positive reports about our 
youth. Chances are you will read far more negative than positive. 
There are multitudes of youth eager to answer God 's call to "go" I 
and impact the world in a positive way for Jesus Christ! But, they 
can ' t do it alone! Christian young people need adults (21 years and 
older) who are wholly commit ted to Christ with a vision for what 
God can do through teens, and who are willing to lead and help them 
make an eternal difference. You are needed! Come help teens love, 
change, and win their world for Jesus Christ! Your own life will 
never be the same! Call or write TIMS today: (717) 734-3627; or, 
email: crct ims2@jc-net .com. ? 
TEENS IN MISSIONARY SERVICE 
A Ministry of The Christian Retreat Center 
RR#1 Box 13A, East Waterford PA 17021 
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area, had built the collection over a number 
of years. 
The Oakes Museum of Natural History 
is part of the Jordan Science Center, a new 
$10 million educational facility, currently 
under construction at Messiah College. The 
museum is named for Mr. and Mrs. Galen 
Oakes, Sr., of Massillon, Ohio. Mr. Oakes, 
a 1948 Messiah graduate, is a long-time 
member of Messiah's Board of Trustees 
and served as chair from 1987-1996. Mrs. 
Beulah "Boots" Oakes is a 1949 Messiah 
graduate. 
Located on 10,000 square feet of the first 
two floors of the science center, the muse-
um will showcase Messiah's valuable col-
lections of Smithsonian-quality African and 
N o r t h Amer ican mammals , insects, 
seashells, bird eggs, plants, and minerals 
from around the globe including many 
internationally recognized specimens. 
"Thanks to the interest and support of 
private collectors like the Hollingers, Mes-
siah College is privileged to have one of the 
most outstanding large mammal collec-
tions in the state of Pennsylvania," said Dr. 
Noel Falk, director and chief curator of the 
Oakes Museum. 
This summer, The Oakes Museum also 
acquired a private bird egg collection which 
is the largest in the state and the 25th largest 
in the country. Messiah College plans to 
use these specimens, along with its many 
other exhibits and collections, as integral 
teaching and research tools for courses in 
mammalogy and ornithology. The Oakes 
Museum will also promote science educa-
tion in the region by offering tours and 
i essia L M I I W f J J I d W a 
Messiah Village 
hires new staff 
Messiah Village, a cont inuing care 
retirement community located in Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., recently hired a new Director 
of Nursing Care and created a new position 
of Access Center Manager. 
Louise Hitchcock will be the New Direc-
tor of Nurs ing 
Care. She is respon-
sible for overall 
Nursing Care pro-
gram, inc lud ing 
three specialty areas: 
Special Care, Tran-
sitional Care, and 
Extended Care. She 
mos t recent ly 
served as the Exec-
utive Director of the Alzheimer's Associa-
tion, South Central Pennsylvania Chapter. 
Ms. Hitchcock received her BS and MS 
in Education and Health from the State 
University of New York and her MBA in 
Management from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Troy, N.Y. She is affiliated with 
the Pennsylvania Intra-Governmental 
Council on Long Term Care, Assisted Liv-
ing Work Group and the Public Education 
Committee. She was a member and speak-
er for Northeastern Gerontological Society 
and Founding Member of the Respite Care 
Consortium. Ms. Hitchcock was also a 
recipient of a Certificate of Recognition for 
Outstanding Achievement, New York State 
Department of Health. 
Isabel Heath, R.N., B.S.P.A. will fill the 
new position as Access Center Manager. 
She will assist the Director of the Access 
Center in all aspects of the admission pro-
cess to Messiah Village. Her pr imary 
responsibility will be to assist applicants 
seeking independent living and to help 
maintain optimal occupancy on the Messi-
ah Village campus. 
Ms. Heath has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Professional Arts with a concen-
tration in Health Care Administration, and 
a registered nursing 
diploma f rom St. 
Vincent's Hospital 
and Medical Center 
in New York, N.Y. 
She most recently 
served as Director 
of Medical Services 
for Allergy and 
Asthma Consul-
tants, Inc., York, 
Pa., and as Network Expansion Coordina-
tor for Keystone Health Plan Central, Inc. 
Ms. Heath brings to Messiah Village 30 
years of shared clinical and administrative 
experience. She is presently enrolled as a 
part-time graduate student, pursuing an 
MBA in Healthcare Administration. 
environmental education programs to 




Dr. Joseph P. Huffman, associate pro-
fessor of history at Messiah College, has 
recently been awarded a prestigious 1998-
99 German-American Fulbright Fellowship 
to complete archival research for a book he 
is writing on urban poor relief in medieval 
Cologne, London, and Paris before the 
Black Death. Dr. Huffman will travel to 
Cologne, Germany to conduct his research 
from January through July of 1999. 
The German-American Fulbright Pro-
gram, sponsored and jointly funded by the 
United States Information Agency and the 
German government, recognizes faculty 
from colleges and universities that develop 
strong international programs which add a 
global, multi-cultural dimension to their 
traditional curriculum. Additional funding 
is provided by participating governments 
and host institutions throughout the U.S. 
and abroad. Fulbright candidates undergo 
rigorous peer review conducted by the 
Council for International Exchange of 
Scholars. The J. William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board formulates policy guide-
lines by which they make the final selec-
tion of all grantees. 
Dr. Huffman, who has taught at Messi-
ah College since 1994, received his bache-
lor's degree in history from Seattle Pacific 
University in 1982, a master's degree in 
medieval studies from Western Michigan 
University in 1984, and a master's degree 
and doctorate in European history from 
the University of California, Los Angeles, in 
1985 and 1991, respectively. 
Before receiving the Fulbright fellow-
ship, Dr. Huffman was awarded a DAAD 
research fellowship in 1988-89, from the 
German Academic Exchange Service. He 
is the author of Family, Commerce, and 
Religion in London and Cologne: Anglo-
German Emigrants c. 1000-c. 1300, which 
was published by Cambridge University in 
the fall of 1998. His second book, The Social 
Politics of Medieval Diplomacy: Anglo-Ger-
man Relations (1066-1307), is scheduled to 
be released from the University of Michigan 
Press in the spring of 1999. 
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• iscipleship for the I f Century 
Gnats and camels 
In Matthew's 23rd chapter, we read of 
Jesus' discourse (actually, it reads mostly 
like a monologue) with the Pharisees of his 
time. He gives them a stinging rebuke for 
inconsistency in their obedience to God. 
They were majoring on minors, and mini-
mizing (if not ignoring) the majors. For 
example, he points out how they carefully 
tithe their spices, but pay no attention to 
justice, mercy, and faithfulness, which Jesus 
says are the more important matters of the 
law. They wash the outside of the bowl, but 
neglect to bother to make the inside clean. 
They are careful to avoid ingesting a 
mosquito (strain out, or filter), but have 
no revulsion at swallowing a camel. Or as 
the King James version intimates, they find 
the gnat too big to swallow (strain out) but 
are able to swallow a camel. 
Jesus not only criticizes them for their 
ethical inconsistencies, he mocks their 
moral blindness.".. .you teachers of the law 
and Pharisees" (i.e., you who present your-
selves as having the sharpest ethical vision, 
the purest followers of the Mosaic law), you 
are "blind fools" (v. 17), you are "blind 
guides"(w. 16 and 24). 
We, too, would do well to consider our 
lives, we who are morally sensitive and pro-
fess to strive for ethical purity. While we 
filter out the unpleasant insects, what large, 
smelly, unethical beasts are we blindly tol-
erating or even applauding in our private 
lives? in our society? 
Do we, for example, carefully calculate 
10 percent of our income and feel righteous 
when giving it to the church, while with 
the 90 percent we keep we live sumptuous-
ly in the face of the poor, charge the highest 
prices for our products or services, and try 
to force down the price of whatever we wish 
to buy? Do we give our one hour per week 
to God, then feel good while we wear our-
selves out pursuing personal comforts and 
pleasures? Such tithes and such worship, 
God says he hates. 
Or on the larger scale, what about the 
current righteous furor over the sexual mis-
behavior of the President of the United 
States, and his deceitful attempts to keep it 
secret. Where is the outrage over Congress' 
passage in autumn 1998 of a federal budget 
which provided $9 billion more for defense 
than the military requested, including new 
C-130 cargo transport planes felt unneeded 
by the Pentagon? Does anybody know that 
the building of those unneeded planes 
brought a $400 million contract to the con-
gressional district represented by former 
house speaker Newt Gingrich? 
Where is the disapproval of conservative 
Christians to changes in tax laws which 
favor the wealthy, or to welfare policy 
which make the lot of the poor more diffi-
cult? Or to corporate structures which 
lessen the workers' standard of living, 
reduce the quality of goods and services, 
while increasing profits for owners and 
management? 
Or a few years back, where was the 
moral revulsion to the Reagan lies about 
the covert scheme to fund the Nicaraguan 
contras, despite the express action of 
Congress forbidding financial support to 
them? That was a clear violation of the 
Constitution, but who objected? Or more 
worrisome, who approved? 
I want to thank and commend Roger L. 
Williams for his Dialogue article, "The Pul-
pit and the President" (Oct. Visitor). Ever 
since President Clinton admitted lying 
about his adulterous affair in the White 
House, I was wondering when our church 
leaders, bishops, and pastors will speak out 
against lying, leading others to lie, perjury, 
and cover-ups. 
Yes, President Clinton did ask forgive-
ness and I forgave him. I noticed he did 
not mention forgiveness to Independent 
Counsel Kenneth Starr. True repentance is 
asking Jesus to forgive all persons you are 
dealing with. 
This is one of the saddest periods in our 
history. I am deeply concerned about the 
The few examples cited above are clear-
ly displeasing to God, as we find when we 
read the Scriptures. They, with plenty other 
issues, are moral camels which are being 
readily swallowed by people who are care-
fully spewing out the President's moral 
gnat. 
Lest I be wrongly accused of accepting 
the "gnats," Jesus didn't criticize the filter-
ing of the gnats. Rather, he identifies the 
swallowing of the camels for what it really 
is—moral blindness. He clearly urges his 
hearers to avoid both the gnats and the 
camels (compare v. 23). 
This is clearly the time for those who 
name Jesus as Savior and Lord to overcome 
the severe moral blindness which has too 
often botched the witness of the church. 
The credibility of the church for the centu-
ry ahead requires that we break out of our 
current ways to a new level of righteous-
ness—a level which exceeds the righteous-
ness of the Pharisees. 
Samuel M. Brubaker lives in Arcanum, 
Ohio. 
moral decay the last few years. The polls 
indicate the people care more about the 
economy than Christian principles. Does 
that mean our churches don't care either? I 
hope not. 
I hope our Brethren in Christ leaders 
and pastors will be bold to speak out against 
these concerns and others. We need to be 
strong in the Word, to defend it and stand 
up in these last days. Let each person pray 
for that to happen in our own lives, too. 
Eldon K. Noel, 
Abilene, Kans. 
P.S.: I am glad the Leadership Council 
postponed their plan [regarding periodi-
cals] . The Visitor has been a good means of 
communication in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. We have a lifetime subscription to 
the Visitor. What will happen to those who 
have a lifetime subscription [if the maga-
zine is terminated]? 
Editor's note: The issue of communica-
tions within the church, especially related to 
periodicals, is still being discussed by denom-
inational leaders. As soon as final decisions 
are made, we will report those decisions and 
be in touch with subscribers regarding such 
matters as lifetime subscriptions. We thank 
you for your patience in this time of uncer-
tainty. 
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Opening the 
WordofUfe 
Looking at g o o d 
"polit ical" behavior 
Sometimes the history of a town in 
which a church was located aids in 
our understanding of the unique 
emphasis of a biblical word. This is 
true of Philippi and Paul's letter to the 
people there. 
On a mountain neighboring 
Philippi, Mount Pangaeus, there were 
gold and silver mines. In 356 B.C., 
Philip II of Macedonia took control of 
the mines and claimed them for him-
self. He also built an extensive city 
wall, and renamed the town after 
himself. When the Romans captured 
the city in 168 B.C., Philippi became a 
city of prominence since it was on the 
Via Egnatia, a road which connected 
Byzantium with the Adriatic ports 
that led to Italy. Most significantly, 
however, was the battle that occurred 
at Philippi in 42 B.C. The Roman 
army under Octavian (also called 
Augustus Caesar), the first Roman 
emperor, and Antony defeated the 
army of Brutus and Cassius. This was 
a decisive battle which led to the 
establishment of Rome as an empire. 
To commemorate the victory, Antony 
settled Roman soldiers in Philippi and 
made it a Roman colony. Later, in 31 
B.C., Octavian defeated Antony in the 
Battle of Actium, and after this battle, 
Octavian reestablished Philippi as a 
Roman colony. The important fact to 
note is that the Philippians held the 
prominent status of Roman citizen-
ship. 
In Philippians 1:27, Paul writes, 
"Whatever happens, conduct your-
selves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ." In this sentence, 
Paul uses a word related to the Roman 
citizenship of the Philippians, poli-
teuomai, which is derived from the 
root word, polites (a town or city 
state). From these words we get our 
English word "politics," "polity," and 
"police." Politeuomai in an absolute 
sense means to rule or to govern, i.e., 
the state. But it also expresses the idea 
of having one's citizenship or home in 
a certain area, and, as used here, to 
live in such a way as befitting one's cit-
izenship. A good literal definition 
would be "live as citizens." Politeuo-
mai was everyday jargon for the 
Philippians, and Roman citizenship, 
as we see in the life of Paul, provided a 
person with considerable social clout. 
Paul's use of politeuomai in this 
context enables us to understand two 
somewhat unrelated truths. First, we 
see Paul's genius as inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. Similar to his address to 
the Greeks in Athens, where Paul con-
nected with his audience by quoting 
Greek poets, with the Philippians Paul 
used words which clearly bridged the 
gospel with their culture and circum-
stances. There's a lesson here for those 
of us who want to communicate 
God's truth in our day and in our 
world. 
Second, Paul's audience in Philippi 
understood that citizenship, along 
with its privileges, also involved 
responsibilities. The Philippians knew 
what it meant to live in such a way as 
to bring honor, respect and a good 
reputation to their Roman citizenship. 
But having accepted Christ, they had 
become citizens of another empire, 
the Kingdom of God. As new Chris-
tians, they were facing difficulties. In 
fact, Paul was writing from prison 
himself, not being sure of his release 
or future. 
What were the Philippians to do in 
this time of uncertainty? How were 
they to live? They were to conduct 
themselves in a manner worthy of the 
Kingdom of God. Regardless of the 
situation, the essential code of godly 
behavior hadn't changed: "Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
mind," and "Love your neighbor as 
yourself" (Matt. 22:37, 39). 
As we approach the year 2000, we 
are living in uncertain times as well. 
What will happen when the clock 
strikes the first second of the first 
minute of the first day in the next cen-
tury? Nobody, it seems, knows for 
sure. There are extremists holding 
polar views: either nothing will 
change, or life as we now know it will 
cease to exist. My guess is that some-
thing in between will actually happen, 
but I have no factual or scientific basis 
for maintaining such a view. 
Perhaps our greatest concern 
should be the fear and reaction of the 
people themselves and the social 
impact of their reactions, especially in 
the months prior to January 1, 2000. 
One thing is obviously clear, however. 
As people who hold dual-citizenship, 
both in our country and, more signifi-
cantly, in the Kingdom of God—we 
are to exercise politeuomai, equally 
claiming the privileges and the 
responsibilities of our status as God's 
people and living in such a way that 
brings honor, glory, and a good repu-
tation to him and to the gospel. 
Edwin Kessler pastors the Free Grace 
Brethren in Christ Church in Millersburg, Pa. 
the coolest youth event 
in north america. 
December 27-30, 1999 
at Tamiment Resort 
in the beautiful Pocono 
Mountains of Pennsylvania. 
R h s H 
information, check 
our website at: 
thquest/ 
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Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing 
to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. Letters to Onesimus 
may be published unless they are marked 
"Personal-Not for Publication." 
Dear Paul, 
I have been thinking recently about 
something you said to the church in 
Ephesus: "Do not let any unwholesome 
talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen." I must confess 
that I am having some difficulty apply-
ing this concept. 
Part of the problem is my irritation 
with individuals who claim to love our 
Lord, but have no patience with oth-
ers. In this past week alone I have been 
asked to bar a good man from ministry 
because his hair was too long, and near-
ly had a "prodigal daughter" run out 
of the church by a disgusted member 
who objected to her touching his prop-
erty. (It wasn't really his property, but 
he had been squatting near it long 
enough to claim that this particular 
part of the church was his sacred 
domain.) 
I know you had similar problems 
when you brought uncircumcised 
brethren with you to Jerusalem and it 
was thought you had taken them with 
you into restricted areas of the temple. 
I admire the stand you took in defense 
of these men and the changes you 
inspired in policies toward the uncir-
cumcised. I now have a deeper appreci-
ation for the frustration you must have 
felt in even having to discuss it. 
What I have learned from you 
through these events is that the church 
should be one place where cosmetic dif-
ferences do not matter, and where seek-
ing souls can find grace. You modeled 
this well when you altered your own 
patterns of dress to accommodate the 
different tastes we encountered, and it 
impressed me. When in Rome, you 
were a Roman; and in Jerusalem, a Jew. 
Why is it that some Christians cannot 
get past vanilla? 
Do you think our Lord ever gets 
tired of this? Have you ever wondered if 
Christ really will deliver us a "measure" 
in accordance with the measure of 
grace and forgiveness we have delivered 
to others? Apparently some don't think 
so, or they would not be so bold in 
judgment. 
Paul, I will admit that I do not pos-
sess your patience with such people, 
and am occasionally close to giving 
them a piece of my mind. Sometimes I 
wonder if Christ is pleased when lead-
ers—called by his name—remain silent 
in the face of such abrasive behavior for 
the sake of peace. But then, I also strug-
gle to know how I can address their atti-
tudes without developing an attitude 
of my own. How do you think I am 
doing? 
Perhaps I am being presumptuous, 
but I am leaning toward a more literal 
Christ-like response—one more like 
your own. There is something about 
standing on the truth, defending the 
powerless, and being willing to be 
abused yourself to uphold the ideals of 
the kingdom passed onto us from 
Christ that resonates with me. I think 
this is what Jesus did in such circum-
stances and, as unpleasant as it may be 
for everyone, I think this truly is what 
he expects his leaders to emulate. The 
Prince of Peace did not allow the Phar-
isees to exploit those coming to God 
just to keep the peace, and I doubt that's 
what he is asking of lovers of peace. 
Perhaps the permanent peace of justice 
is more often preferred to the tempo-
rary peace that comes of avoidance. At 
least Jesus seemed to think so; and I 
doubt he enjoyed conflict. 
You can pray for me, that I will find 
the grace to speak the truth in love, and 
in "battling dragons" to not "become 
one." Years of living at the end of 
another master's "chain" has made me 
sensitive to such issues, and I could eas-
ily overreact. 
I wonder what Jesus was thinking 
just before he purged the temple? I'd 
better leave that detail to him. I know 
that in my present mood, a "whip" in 
hand could be a dangerous thing. 
Your reflective friend, 
Onesimus 
Mark your calendar... 
Study Conference on 
The Brethren in Christ 
Church and Worship 
Oct. 15-16, 1999 
To be held at the Grantham 
Church, Grantham, Pa. 
Sponsored by the Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies 
What I have learned 
from you through 
these events is that 
the church should be 
one place where 
cosmetic differences 
do not matter; and 
where seeking souls 
can find grace. 
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"Watch out! Be 
on your guard" 
by Philip D. Keefer 
These words are a message in neon 
lights in a world of covetousness and greed. 
Jesus never warned about adultery and 
drunkenness in the dramatic terms he uses 
against covetousness in Luke 12:15. 
The term greed simply means "a con-
suming desire to have more." It has the 
subtlety of wanting more, a lust to acquire. 
I want to be clear in saying that covetous-
ness is not a matter of amount but attitude. 
To think otherwise is to miss the point. The 
poorest can be greedy; the richest can avoid 
greed. But there is a danger that lurks in 
possessions; they often arouse the desire 
for more. 
Greed is not a laughing matter. Greed is, 
in fact, idolatry. "Don't be greedy for the 
good things of this life, for that is idolatry" 
(Colossians 3:5). Jesus said, "Real life is not 
measured by how much we own" (Luke 
12:15). God alone is the source of life. God 
alone controls life. God alone gives life. 
In Luke 12:16-21, Jesus gives us more 
than an abstract warning. His warning is a 
picture of a contemporary person in Any-
where, U.S.A. or Canada. 
"And he gave an illustration: 'A rich 
man had a fertile farm that produced fine 
crops. In fact, his barns were full to over-
flowing. So he said, 'I know! I'll tear down 
my barns and build bigger ones. Then I'll 
have room enough to store everything. And 
I'll sit back and say to myself, My friend, 
you have enough stored away for years to 
come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be 
merry!' But God said to him, 'You fool! 
You will die this very night. Then who will 
get it all?' Yes, a person is a fool to store up 
earthly wealth but not have a rich relation-
ship with God." 
The view of life for the rich fool can be 
summarized with statements that have 
been heard through the years: 
• If I don't look out for myself, no one 
else will. 
• My success as a person is directly relat-
ed to my success with possessions. 
• The bigger the barn (or car or house), 
the better the life. 
• If money can't buy happiness, it can at 
least buy pleasure and security. 
In a moment, God passed judgement 
on the rich fool and on every life that is 
based on covetousness. "You fool! You will 
die this very night. Then who will get it all?" 
Three things stand out in the Lord's diag-
nosis. 
The man was a fool, not a success. In the 
Old Testament language of Psalms and 
Proverbs, a fool is a person who makes 
choices as if God doesn't exist and who lives 
as if God hasn't spoken. Count the times 
the words "I" and "my" appear in this 
man's words. 
He was a servant, not a master. The man 
thought he was in control of his life, but 
Jesus made it clear that he had no power 
over the present. "You will die this very 
night." The fool had no power over the 
future. "Then who will get it all?" 
He was a pauper, not a rich man. What 
makes death hard is the realization of what 
we lose by it. Death would strip him bare 
and he would realize that he was only a 
man who stored up earthly wealth, but did 
not have a rich relationship with God. 
lesus' last statement should force each 
one of us to ask ourselves, "Am I a fool in 
God's eyes? What label would he attach to 
my life?" 
The parable describes the folly that says, 
"God doesn't matter" and "I can't get 
enough." 
Another folly each of us faces is, "God 
doesn't care." 
God does care and he provides an alter-
native found in Luke 12:22-34. Jesus talks 
about worry as if it was one of the besetting 
sins. To obey the call of Christ is to trust 
completely. Trusting him completely has 
significant financial implications. To say 
good-bye to all my possessions, we ask 
"Will the Lord really meet all my needs?" 
My head assures me that he will, but my 
heart—well, that is another story. 
Jesus tells us not to worry. He says worry 
is foolish. To worry is to fall into the trap of 
the rich fool, who believed his life consist-
ed of his possessions. God has promised us 
that he will care for us much more than he 
does for his creatures. To worry is to fool-
ishly forget that we are God's valued chil-
dren and he is our loving Father. 
Worry is futile. Worry can shorten life, 
but it can't lengthen it. Anxiety denies the 
care of God. Most worry is about things 
that can't be changed (the past), things that 
can't be controlled (the present), or things 
that might not happen (the future). 
Worry is faithless. To be absorbed with 
physical and personal needs is to ultimate-
ly be captured by unbelief. 
Our great need is to worry about the 
right things. Only God's Kingdom is wor-
thy of our ultimate concern. We need to 
replace secondary things with primary 
things when it comes to worry. 
The Lord addresses fear in verses 32-34. 
Fear has been called the Siamese twin of 
worry. We are to take drastic actions with 
our financial resources and personal pos-
sessions. We are not to trust them or grasp 
them. We are to dispose of them by invest-
ing them eternally. The only way we can 
protect our treasures is to invest them in 
heaven. David Goodling writes, "Heaven 
is scarcely a reality to a man who is not pre-
pared to invest hard cash in it and its inter-
ests; but by the same token, it becomes 
more of a reality to the man who is." 
The crucial issue is not the amount of 
our treasure, but the location of it. Our call 
as disciples is to be rich toward God and to 
have a treasury in heaven that will not be 
exhausted. D. L. Moody once said, "It does 
not take long to tell where a man's treasure 
is. In a 15-minute conversation with most 
men, you can tell whether their treasures 
are on earth or in heaven." 
No one wants to be called a fool by God. 
To be sure that doesn't happen, we can 
choose limits, not luxury; cultivate com-
passion, not greed; pursue confidence in 
God, not money. 
Philip Keefer is 
Director of Steward-
ship for the Brethren 
in Christ. Scripture 
references are from the 
New Living Transla-
tion. 
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Brethren in Christ keep on singing by Roger Lloyd Will iams 
The Board for Media Ministries, with assistance from Dr. 
Ronald Miller of Messiah College, polled participants at the last 
General Conference to gather information related to hymnology in 
the denomination. Although the poll was not a true statistical sam-
ple, it can be used to determine general characteristics with a rea-
sonable latitude of interpretation. The results were quite interesting, 
albeit not overly surprising. 
Most people would agree that hymnody in a worship service says 
something about the character and ethos of the congregation. We 
are all aware that the Brethren in Christ Church has some very 
traditional congregations as well as a few very contemporary con-
gregations. There are a lot of "average" congregations between 
those two poles of Christian worship practice. 
This research identified 11.3 percent in the traditional hymns-
only group and, on the other end of the scale, 3.3 percent of the 
respondents singing only choruses. In the middle we have 43.3 
percent of respondents reporting they are "mostly traditional 
hymns, but with several contemporary praise songs added" and 
another 43.2 percent reporting they use "mostly contemporary 
praise songs, but with several hymns added." 
When asked the question, "What is your opinion regarding 
Brethren in Christ needs regarding hymnals?" we received the fol-
lowing: 
28.1 percent said the denomination needs a newly-revised hymnal 
32.8 percent said we should continue to use the current hymnal 
39.1 percent said they woidd be glad to have a supplemental book 
When asked the question, "What is the likelihood that your 
congregation would purchase a new hymnal?" we got the following 
responses: 
26. 7 percent would purchase a new hymnal 
28.6 percent said they would "consider" purchasing a new 
hymnal 
11.4 percent said they recently bought a non-Brethren in 
Christ hymnal and would not get a new hymnal 
26.7 percent said they would prefer to use printed text and 
omit any hymnal 
6.6 percent said they would not buy a new Brethren in Christ 
hymnal 
In determining the type of music used in our congregations, we 
got the following responses, listed in order of frequency of use: 
1. Contemporary worship team 250 
2. Adult choir 195 
3. Children's choir 147 
4. Small instrument ensemble 101 
5. Male quartet 93 
6. Mixed ensemble 88 
7. Ladies trio/quartet 87 
8. Youth choir 83 
9. Handbell choir 56 
10. Orchestra 42 
11. Duets/solos 26* 
12. Tapes 1* 
13. Christian bands 
*If you haven't been asked to sing a solo, play your personally-produced 
tape or CD, or bring your band to church, don't feel bad. Neither have a lot of 
other people. 
Music is widely used in Brethren in Christ congregations during 
worship services. Our congregations also utilize a wide variety of 
musical expressions. 
General conclusions: 
A. It is too early to initiate development of a new Brethren in 
Christ hymnal. 
B. Although there are some congregations that do not use hym-
nals, they are a minority in the denomination. Most congregations 
(approximately 94 percent) use a hymnal to some extent. That cal-
culates to approximately 15 congregations in the denomination 
that do not use any hymnal. 
C. Brethren in Christ (approximately 79 percent) use their 
denomination's hymnals. Approximately 62 percent use Hymns for 
Praise and Worship (blue) and 17 percent use Hymns for Worship 
(red). 
Roger L. Williams is Executive Director of the Board for Media 
Ministries, headquartered in Nappanee, Indiana. 
The Board for Media Ministries 
(BMM) voted on November 20 to 
purchase a new printing press to 
continue the publishing ministry of 
the church. Pictured in front of the 
old Miller press which is being 
replaced are (I. to r.) General 
Secretary Kenneth Hoke, BMM 
Executive Director Roger L. 
Williams, and BMM Board 
Chairman Harold D. Chubb. 
For details about this decision, 
see the editorial on p. 31 of the 
December issue of the Visitor. 
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Scripture, the Record of Revelation 
The Christian Scriptures complete the revelation of God. They recount and 
interpret God's action in creation, in human events, in God's saving acts for 
Israel, in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and in the life of the 
New Testament church. 
The Scriptures are God's message, written by people in their own language 
and settings, as inspired by the Holy Spirit. This same Spirit guided the processes 
of selection and transcription through which the Scriptures were passed on to us. 
Therefore the Bible is the authoritative and reliable word of God. 
We believe that the Bible, composed of the Old Testament (39 books) and the 
New Testament (27 books), is God's written Word. The Old Testament is the 
record of God's saving acts for Israel and of His redemptive purpose for all 
people. It contains numerous prophecies, many of which are fulfilled in the New 
Testament. The New Testament clearly reveals God in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, whom God sent to be the Savior of the world and to establish His 
church. 
The Old Testament prepares the way for the New, while the New Testament 
fulfills and clarifies the Old. They complement each other in a unified message. 
Scripture and the Church 
We believe that the Bible is God's message of salvation for all people. As 
believers, we accept the Bible as the final authority for faith and practice. 
The Holy Spirit continues to work in the church today in teaching us how to 
understand, interpret, and apply the Scriptures through faith and diligent study. 
As believers open the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit helps them to discern God's 
truth and will from the Word. As the church gathers around the Word, the Holy 
Spirit leads God's people into all truth. 
The Scriptures themselves are the primary standard for understanding and 
interpreting the Bible. The person, teaching, and work of Jesus Christ best clarify 
God's written revelation. 
Christians are called to read and obey the Bible. Therefore the church needs to 
provide faithful preaching and teaching of the Scriptures. Individuals and 
families should practice Bible reading and study. As we read and respond 
obediently to the counsel of God's Word, our statements of belief have integrity. 
From the Brethren in Christ 
Articles of Faith and Doctrine 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 500 per copy 
for returned magazines... 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
